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Résumé

The objectives of this study are : (1) to clarify the clarify the history and socio-economics
of the production of Oshima-tsumugi pongee as a local industry and Syarinbai (Raphiolepis
umbellata), its dyestuff ; and (2) to examine the problems regarding them.

Oshima-tsumugi is one kind of splashed-pattern silk fabric. In the Amami Islands, where
Oshima-tsumugi originated, Syarinbai and mud have been used to make a black dye, with
about 22.5kg of Syarinbai required for a roll of cloth. Up to now, the supply of Syarinbai has
been plentiful.

In response to consumer preferences in mainland Japan, the traditional dyeing method
which used various plants was simplified to only one dyeing method with Syarinbai and mud.
Technical skills have also changed. Though these changes have greatly benefitted the Amami
people, recently, a rapid decrease in Oshima-tsumugi production has come about in response
to the changing tastes of the mass market. Meanwhile, Oshima-tsumugi fabric, which had
changed in ways unfavourable to the local Amami people, is now being left behind by both the
mass and local markets.

With simplification of the dyeing method, the number of dyestuffs was reduced to a single
plant species, and Syarinbai has been planted in large-scale monoculture forests. At present,
the planted area is nearly 1,500ha. Now, with the rapid decrease in Oshima-tsumugi
production, the large-scale Syarinbal plantations are unneeded. Moreover, many other
political and technical problems have arisen in the practice of reforestation. These factors
suggest the followings :

(1) To respond only to the tastes of the mass market doesn’t necessarily contribute to the
stability of the local peoples’ lives. To consider the tastes of the local market, which can be
expected to be more stable, in addition to the tastes of the mass market, would be more
beneficial over the long term.

(2) The production of minor forest products which are controlled by local industry is also
unstable. If large-scale reforestation is done, several problems may result from
misunderstanding the local natural environment and socio-economics. These including
oversupply, technical problems, and the contradiction between reforestation and traditional
forestry should be seriously considered.






