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Visitors’ Behavior and Understanding Regulations on Recreational Forests

—A Case Study of Japanese Visitors to Mount Rainier National Park—
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Résumé

Regulations are set in many recreation areas for controling visitor’s behavior. In this
paper, relationship between visitors’ knowledge of regulations of recreation area and their
previous experiences is analyzed. As a result, the more the visitors have previous experiences
of visiting to national parks in the U.S., hiking, and camping, and concern about outdoor
recreation (the researchers call these “indirect experiences” ), the more they pass fair
judgements on the regulations. The visitors tend to act in compliance with the regulations if
they understand the interest of the regulations and the causal relation what their compliance
to the regulations cause them and what kind of results their non-compliance cause. The “in
direct experiences” affect decision-making process, and visitors with much “indirect experi
ences” tend to act in accordance with the regulations even if they are not given any

information about the interest and the causal relation.



