FOKEEERG6 94 143~153

FEOHRONBICBIF I RIETEZFDA A=
M R LR FET-E @&

Psychological Images and Existing Rates of Wooden Grilles in Exterior of
MACHIYA or Traditional Town-Houses in Kyoto

Minoru Masupa, Rumiko YaMamoTo and Takeshi SApoH
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Summary

Machiya or traditional town-houses with wooden grilles were gradually diminished in Kyoto. In this
study the number of Machiya remained in Hoko-machi region was investigated, which is famous for the
owner region of Hoko or decorated floats of Gion Festival. Outside views of houses on the twelve streets
in Hoko-machi region (eight streets run through from east to west and four streets run through from
south to north) were investigated, and counted up the number of traditional Machiya wooden houses and
also the types of the traditional wooden grilles remained.

In Hoko-machi, traditional Machiya houses with wooden grilles were remained in three to fourteen
percent of whole houses on the streets. In general, the wider the street is, or the stronger the commercial
activity is, the fewer the traditional Machiya houses remains.

To make it clear the effect of the wooden grilles on the psychological image of houses, questionnaires
using photos of various outside views of houses were distributed. The result was that metal grilles do not
give “Kyoto-like” image, even if color of the surface was dark brown.

This result suggests that texture of wood is essential for “Kyoto-like” or traditional image. To keep
“Kyoto-like” image on the streets in Kyoto, a public body should support the inhabitants of Machiya to
bear extra economical pressure for maintaining the wooden grilles.



