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The Structure of Bamboo Industry in Kagoshima Prefecture
—The Study of Bamboo Production, Distribution and Processing —
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Résumé

Bamboo can be found anywhere in Japan. In the past, it was used daily for housing materials, utensils,
agricultural and fishery implements and so on. There were many people who made their living by making
such utensils and implements.Bamboo had a close relation to Japanese life. But the volume of bamboo
production in Japan has decreased in the recent several decades, as plastic and metal have become popu-
lar and taken its place. Many bamboo products are imported from China and other countries. Despite
this situation,bamboo production in Kagoshima prefecture is still active now, and its share is the largest
in Japan, especially in the production of MOUSOUCHIKU (Phyllostachys heterocycla). This paper discus-
ses how the bamboo industry in Kagoshima pref. has been sustained. One of the reasons is that P.
heterocycla is widely distributed there. And further, economic reasons are analysed by hearing research,
statistics and monographs. The hearing research was done for 12 people who worked at harvesting bam-
boo and at processing bamboo products, especially in the northern part of Kagosima pref., Sendai and
Kajiki area. Conclusions are as follows.

{1} The demand for the bamboo of Kagaoshima pref. is seasonal or inconstant, mainly for processing in
Kagoshima pref. and for {ishery and aguriculture out of Kagoshima pref.

(2) Bamboo processing in Kagoshima pref. is different from small size production by skilled handicraft
or mass production by machine or a large labor force. It is a “middle” size production using hand and
machine, and processing various products.

This is why these products can avoid both competition with imported products of large quantities from
Asian countries and with the domestic traditonal products requiring high skill to process.





