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A comparative analysis of production behavior between
domestic and imported timber saw mills
—Characterizing saw mill types using regression parameters—
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Résumé

Regarding the depression of domestic timber production, it has been pointed out that
the domestic timber supply system shows poorer performance than the imported timber
supply system in terms of the ability of supplying a large amount of products, product
quality, and the efficiency of production and distribution. The aim of this paper is to
make a comparison of production behavior between domestic and imported timber saw
mills, Particularly, using the data from a complete count survey for the saw mills locat-
ed in the Basin of the Nakagawa River in the prefecture of Tokushima, we estimate regr-
ession parameters for each of the saw mill types observed in the basin to characterize
saw mill types and then to compare them with each other. The results imply that the do-
mestic timber supply system consists of a variety of saw mill types, the diversity in the
production behavior among them is remarkable, and that most domestic timber saw mills
are inferior to the imported timber saw mills in terms of quantitative efficiency. The
latter is considered to be related to the poor ability of supplying logs of homogeneous
quality to saw mills in the domestic timber supply system.





