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Green tourism in Hokkaido
— A comparative analysis with European green tourism —
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Résumé

In Japan, green tourism began to be interested in developing farming and mountain villages and in sup-
plying citizens a kind of tourism because of an increase of leisure time. It has been originally started in
Europe and has meant a long stay at a farmer's house. Though green tourism in Japan implies multiple
contents, green tourism in Hokkaido is thought to be close to European green tourism.

This thesis aims to draw characteristics of green tourism in Hokkaido and will show its problems. For the
purpose of it, an interviewing research was done at several farm inns in Hokkaido from the view point of
European green tourism: staying at the farmer’s house is an essential condition of green tourism.

The conclusions are as follows:
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1) There is a difference of green tourism between Hokkaido and Europe in terms of visitors' objectives and
the length of visit. In Hokkaido people stay overnight at the farm inn only for their sight seeing while in
Europe over one week for relaxation.

2) In Europe a sustainable agriculture is very important condition in order to maintain and improve green

tourism. However, in Hokkaido, there is anxiety for sustainable agriculture in near future.





