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The Materials of “Pluto-no-Wana (The Trap of Pluto)”

Yuki SASAKI

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Whether they be novels or poems, it is observed that the early works of Abe Kobo were mainly
based on myths and fairy tales. One of his works discussed in this paper, “Pluto-no-Wana (The Trap of
Pluto) " also demonstrates influences from myths and fairy tales. This paper aims to explore the materials
used related to the composition of “Pluto-no-Wana”, as well as Abe’s ideas of during its initial publication.

Firstly, in Greek mythology, there is the heroic story of Orpheus overcoming the Song of the Sirens
(mermaids) by singing his own song. In contrast, the mermaid in “Pluto-no-Wana” does not sing. This is
clearly influenced by the “Ningyo-no-Chinmoku (Silence of the Mermaids)” in the “Kafka Short Story
Collection” (translated by Hanada Kiyoteru). It can be deduced that while penning “Pluto-no-Wana”, Abe
was influenced by the thoughts of Hanada, and had learnt how to portray appreciation of the realistic through
his study of Kafka’s works.

Secondly, influences from another underlying set piece of Greek mythology, which depicts Orpheus in
search of Eurydike, can also be seen here. At the same time, Abe also criticizes the empiricists through his
work, based on his understanding of Stalin.

Thirdly, we can also observe the adoption of a story in Aesop’s Fables “Belling the Cat” into Abe’s works,
expressing his interpretation of “Aesop” as “slang for slaves”.

At the time of the publication of “Pluto-no-Wana”, Abe was said to have helped support the literature circle
activities of factory workers as a Marxist scholar. He paved the way to national independence and peace
through literature and this paper concludes that a part of those ideals were presented in his work “Pluto-no-
Wana”.



