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Satoka KITAYAMA
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Summary Kokugoka Shosha (E FEF}3EF 5) is taught in elementary and junior high school with the
intention of building the foundation for Shodo (&), which is taught in high school. However, because
Kokugoka Shosha and Shodo evolved independently they do not compliment each other, but tend to confuse
students. In junior high school students learn Gyosho (T8) style writing by slightly connecting the lines
of Kaisho (F§%) style. In elementary school writings that show the least amount of creativity by strictly

copying the character are considered good works.

This manner of teaching Kokugoka Shosha instills a

contradictory value with regards to Shodo instead of being the basis for a student’s learning.
It is for this reason that I would like to look at the forms of hiragana as a basis for Shodo. The Ministry of
Education defines the goal for elementary students as learning to write in a “correct, well-structured, and

careful” manner.

There is no one correct set of forms for hiragana and the details vary. My hope is to

organize the existing forms and establish a solid foundation on which Shosha and Shodo can be taught.
Because there are more complex characters in hiragana than in kanji, I believe students can acquire a wider
range of writing techniques. In this paper I propose the ideal hiragana and writing technique as a basis for
Shodo by organizing the forms with an emphasis on the first strokes.



