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Revalidation of the Issues of Urban Landscape Control System
by Scrutiny of the Discussion of the Development Process
of the Landscape Law

Nobuyoshi KAWASAKI

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary In a previous stage of the formulation of the Landscape Law, the amendment of the City Planning
Act for landscape control of the city planning area was not a pressing issue. As a method of forming the
landscape, Construction Ministry had intended to proceed it by promoting the operation of existing urban
planning system. Nevertheless, the Landscape Law was formulated because the law for the purpose of “civic
beauty” was requested. In other words, the purpose of lawmaking was the creation of the law itself than the
contents.

For this reason, the Landscape Law was enacted in the form of filling the part that can be added to
supplement the existing legislation. Therefore landscape planning couldn’t be the effective system to be in
effect on matters which are already defined in the City Planning Law. By enforcement of the Landscape
Law, the restrictions for form and design by the ordinance became in effect, but you still must use the system
on the City Planning Law to control height, the volume of the city, floor area ratio, and so on.

Based on the preliminary discussions about the Landscape Law, this paper examined the background of the
above-mentioned institutional design and challenged institutional prospects for the formation of autonomous
and diverse regional landscape. Because the design of the Landscape Law was not incorporated the structual
issue of the existing City Planning Act, an issue have been left in the relationship between the two laws.
Landscape administration is already operated autonomically. In order to contrapose it to existing urban
planning system, discussion about the operation of the Local Government Act such as to enhance Landscape
Planning by using ordinance will be needed.
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