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A quantitative study on the role and meaning of liberal

education among university students
Kiyotada TSUTSUI, Jun YOSHIDA, Gentaro MIZUGAKI and Akihiko SATO

Historically liberal education and humanistic culture it offers have been tied up with
Japanese higher educational system and have formed a core of elite culture. So at first they
had two different characteristics: symbol of the difference from mass culture and preliminaries
for advanced education. But the high economic growth in 60's and 70's resulted in prevalence
of mass culture and practical mind and changed the characters of elite culture.

In this article we analyze quantitatively on consciousness of contemporary university
students in two largest urban areas in Japan. We conclude that they regard liberal education
as a basis for specialized education rather than for humanistic culture and that they think they
achieve humanistic culture through their company with their friends. Finally we offer several

suggestion of this result.

The Critical Point of Social Science
Yusuke MATSUURA

It is not the fact that “sleeping”nations has experienced their awakenings under the
nationalism of modern era but , on the contrary , that nationalism has engendered nations.
Emest Gellner is one of the most popular scholars who theorized about nations and nationalism
from a perspective of this formulation, and is also the distinguished social scientist who has
energetically discussed the epistemological and ethical position of social sciences in the
modern social context.

This article is ,as it were,“Encounters with Emest Gellner”by reviewing his latest
book, “Encounters with Nationalism”. I discuss his thoughts from three different perspectives
---- theory about nationalism, vision of post nationalism era, social position of the intellectuals.
These three perspectives are indispensable for understanding his whole thoughts. But I especially
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focus on the third one, contrasting his view of the intellectual with that of Edward Said,
because the difference between the two leads us to think about the orientation and epistemological
base of social sciences. Thinking it must be critically important in the present intellectual
situation where academic knowledge has no longer unquestionable authority.

Gellner postulates rationalism (which gives a theoretical base fdr social sciences) as
the epistemological ethics to evade nihilism of relativism and dogmatism of fundamentalism
,both of which are influential in the current European society. But in my view, his ethics lies
rather in his attitude that tries to make a stand on the critical point of social sciences where

there is epistemological chaos full of conflicts and uncertainties.
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