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BIICWBRPICOLD ) Ho TV ABEIBRTEXETHAH,

BICERICIWE, 29 LEARBFEHICBWTIE, BRI )IEESBILCE AN,
NTwa, L2AbIhonilid, 78 - £ - BEF - 6% - 5E - BEER VDWW HH
BRBOFKIELEIDDBEV, 2 LA LdHoTH, RBFEHIZVWH U ALK
HEHEHBREELTVS] (HK [1974: 90) L EhTwa, THICRS TRIEEHK.
HEVREFNIEREFOEROFZHOBHABNEE I, ThITEDRBICL
THEBENTEL, LOL I LABBARNENZ ., BICRFNRTICLLEsd0L
E25%61F, FRIRBY TH2), FREMFLIHEBENTS L L V) HERHD
XALHEE ZRICANS 2 61, BIlFIRNEME S FRICEERNRTERO LV T
LABPTLEYE>TLZDTHY), TP —RT2LEROEBIIERT 2L ) KBbh
ABHFIBHENEZ R SE TV IERICZ > TVADTREVHLEIONLDTH S,

EXATERHAEFLE R, [AHIBERNHLEFELOBFRLELCT, HEAERLD
HEEEICHT2EROBITERAI L] (BFK [1974: 131]) EEHELTVAHD, EZ0E
BRI LARIFEFIIZHEIC DAL, LrLhTbRENROM, B [BFE] LD
NEFERERBLTHIDTHA ), 20 [BHEF] LI ERIZ, FIFEE (LY IERIC
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DXz, (FAGRENEFNELL LT, BiHc B 2 £ EERIERICR -2 L) IREL
HBEITATHY, BEBER. BALBL - RNEKL  BREE - £ET,LOBBL Y, BAOL
ﬁ%§d<6®?é%(Emﬁrﬁﬁﬂﬁjmu-ﬂﬁr%&iﬁﬁliﬁk#mmﬁJwak
191) o

RBHAYTE M4 8 (1996)



120 BR . AARFE O LMEE

R0 1o DI F A, BHICHREFREL WV IZZFOFICET A TWE I ETH B,
Z2TAHANE, 8] # [F] Lvo AN, BICHMNEEA CHEMCHEHERLS 3
ERBZ LI, EVFLEEFHLTHL ), FZTHEXONDDIX, BEMNLR LNV
TO [BR] Tid%, b LA>EFHICBTI28BNHEATH- T, TNEMBELESDO#
NETOH/FIGTLBMEARXNEEETS (LB L] REDL) b T) ZLiT
D, BDPB/BONDBLENEDTHD, bHAATOFHICETAHH L Tid, A
ROSRHEOE B LR ERNLZERPHLHIN LI EFENTHSL ), LIL LR
DL BEEITWE TR, BICRFHRb 0 LIITA 2V, KETHOATEE
ATWVBEZEZONDZDTH B,

4 THL1 EWOED

FITREIC, CTNETRRTELL ) LRB LN & OMERENBRIE AN IR
hWEEmEELT, [HL) OMELEIMY EFTAEL) . CORLOME, L hbiTEED
FERICBIABLEZED L) ICHBT AL LWV Z LIk, EEOERMAFNTEICS
JFEOEDODBEERT—< LiroTwh, BIZDBRRALHIZ, BEROFEHIIBWTE
ERAGEBEZ-oTELDE, b3 [ERF] LVIIDTHoH (FOPTH
LODbIIRELNERX LD 200 W] OBERTHS) P, COMELBRRTLINLL
TREESNZ0H, [HL] THE, EBEL, 5 VIHRABLEVI L2 /ITLH
FEEHEIIFEFICE V. B LOFKRICL T, Fo & LoBBMR, BN LMBFE.
U= ALMBEBRIT AL ESEEKTH D, 9 LIELORMIT, BMI—HT
ZLDONAEFFHIEE DT TELD, B THREICHAHED [hdtb L E] 1 A~
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The Cultural Characteristic of Japanese Religion :

Modernization and the Magical Thinking
Masayuki NUMAIJIRI

This article seeks to explain the cultural characteristics of religion in Japan, especially
in comparison with that in European society. For this purpose, I want to pay attention to the
relation of modernization of society and religion.

At first I want to examine the theory of what is called “two modernizations” by
Shigeru Nishiyama, which is probably the most referred to in the discussion of this theme.
Although he insists that he takes a post- Weberian perspective, it seems to me that he still
depends upon an Weberian view, when he analyses the religious situation in modern Japan
and concludes that modernization has promoted a rational type of religion.

Secondly I want to verify Shimazono Susumu’s argument about the influence of
modernization upon religion. In contrast to Nishiyama, he points out that in Japan the progress
of modernization did not discourage the way of magical and animistic thinking, or rather,
perhaps even encouraged it in many religious sects he analyzed. Indeed his point is very
interesting and shows very clearly the characteristics of the religious situation in modern
Japan, but, from my point of view, he fails to explain why such a phenomenon has taken
place.

It can be explained, in my opinion, as a result of the mutual penetration and dependence
of religion and magic, which, I believe, is the fundamental structure of Japanese religion.
That is to say, magic could survive because it was linked with religion in narrow sense that
could not be influenced by the modernization process. I want to examine this issue by making
reference to the argument about the Japanese folk religion.

In conclusion I want to show the concrete example of the mutual penetration of
religion and magic. That is a phenomenon of “healing”. It has been considered merely as a
magical and irrational action, but many examples illustrate that it is a phenomenon that

accommodates both magical and religious elements.
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