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External Force and Internal Force:
Reconsideration of

Durkheim's Theory of the Collective Force
Hiroki OKAZAKI

Collective force is one of the most important concept of Durkheim's theory.In his
book,"The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life", Durkheim speaks of society as 'a system
of active forces'.And Religion is also regraded as a system of forces.Therefore in his theory
the collective force is equal to the religious force; the latter has its origins in collective
effervescence. By making use of the notion of force,Durkheim presented a point of view
from which we can see society in relation to religion.

Collective force is so important concept,but precise examination of it will make us
realize that it has undeniable contradiction.It is regarded by Durkheim as coercive force ,at
the same time as overflowing forces.Durkheim unites these two contradictory tendency of
'forces' ; one is characterized as external force which one feels come from outside of oneself,and
the other as internal force which one feels come from inside of oneself. We insist that they
should be treated as different kinds of force. We reflect why Durkheim dose not distinguish
these two forces.

We think given degrees of intensity, different kind of force will make one go into
different kind of ecstatic experience.One is the result of communion of the members of their
community.The other is ,what is called,peak experience or the mystic religious experience;the
experiences can be caused ,for example,by the use of intoxicating liquors .Durkheim takes
the former into account,but to the latter he only give an unclear consideration.Where does
such a unclearness come from ?

Durkheim supposes that consciousness of human being is made up of two,collective
conscience and individual conscience . Durkheim's theory based on the dualism of the
human nature can explain only external force,but not internal force.External force means the
way the collective conscience acts on the individual consciences .But we cannot explain
internal force by his theory,for in his theory nothing except physiological desire influences
intensely on the individual conscience . For the same reason his theory can solely explain the
ecstasy experienced in the unity of the members of the society,but not other sort of
ecstasy.because when the man who is supposed to have only two conscience transcends
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himself,he necessarily goes into the domain of collective conscience .We conclude that two
problems concerning the concept of collective force and ecstatic experience result from the
same;it is his notion of dualism of the human nature.In order to make the concept of force

more exact and significant,we must construct another theorical notion of human being.

The ‘No Real Difference Approach’ to
the Study of Crowd Behavior:
Controversies over Emergent Norm Approach and Their

Implication to the Empirical Study of Crowd Behavior
Ryuji YOSHIDA

This article aims to reconsider controversies over Turner and Killian's "emergent
norm approach” and point out their implication to the empirical study of crowd behavior.

Over the past few decades, most studies of crowd behavior have shared a similar
view called "no-real-difference approach”. This approach asserts the continuity between
crowd and institutional behavior. Among this line of studies, Turner and Killian's "emergent
norm approach" has been placed at the forefront.

At the same time, Turner and Killian's theoretical explanation has been the subject
of some criticisms. They may be divided into four types: 1) the arbitrariness of their
explanation of crowd member's motive, 2) theoretical discontinuity between micro-macro
level, 3) unfalsifiability of their definition of crowd behavior, and 4) unclearness of the
emergent norm concept.

The core of all the questions about Turner and Killian's theorization existed in the
meaning they attached to the term "emergent": they tended to use this term with the connotation
of "spontaneously novel". Because of this connotation, "emergent norm" concept served as
a cure-all in explaining seemingly novel phenomena (crowd behavior). To quote D. Bloor's
term, this concept was "asymmetrical”. Instead of their emphasis on empirical reality of
crowd behavior, this concept made their theory both tautological and reality detached.

In response to these criticisms, they modified the term "emergent norm" to "an
emergent (revised) definition of the situation”. This modification makes clear that the term

"emergent" means "reorganized” conditions. Now we can estimate this modification makes
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