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Villagers’ Responses to the Preservation of Traditional Mountain Village Landscapes

—The Case of the Designation of a Group of Historic Buildings in Miyama,
Kyoto prefecture, as a Preservation District—

Fumiyo IwamMaTsu® and Ichiro FUIKAKE®
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Traditional mountain village landscapes have become rare in recent years, and their preservation is increasingly
demanded. However, to be effective, the preservation of a village's landscape requires the agreement of its residents.
Moreover, for a group of historic buildings to be designated a preservation district by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, as in the case discussed in this paper, unanimous approval of the preservation plan by residents is required.
We study the case of the village of Kita in Mivama, Kyoto prefecture. which was designated a preservation district
in 1993, Two other local villages were also candidates, but were not designated preservation districts because the
required unanimous approval of residents was not achieved. By comparing the discussion and decision processes of
the three villages, we found that for unanimous approval to be achieved it was important that villagers were sure
that preservation of the village landscape would be beneficial in the future, and that those benefits would be
distributed as fairly as possible. It was also apparent that when villagers considered the benefits of preservation,
they gave weight to the possibility that it would contribute to revitalizing and developing the village.

Key words: mountain village community, preservation of traditional landscapes, villagers, consensus building,

preservation district for groups of historic buildings
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