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Villagers' consciousness of a traditional village landscape in a mountain village
— A case study in Kuta, Kyoto City —

Fumiyo IwamMaTsU*
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This paper examines a mountain area within the environs of Kyoto City, Japan, that has a record of social
problems connected with depopulation and the aging of the population. The area, known as Kuta, is characterized by
a traditional landscape that includes numerous thatched houses. However, these distinctive rooves are decreasing in
number, In this study I examined the villager's consciousness of their traditional landscape in relation to the social
problems associated with this area. The results of the interviews and questionnaires, which were completed both by
villagers and by some who had moved away, showed that many maintained an attachment for the traditional
regional landscape with its thatched houses. I suggest two reasons to account for this. First, they are concerned
about the social problems that exist in this area, and by maintaining an attachment for this traditional landscape they
express their sense of loss of a more dynamic community of the past. Second, they recognize other people's interest
in this landscape; there has been an increase in the numbers of tourist. Nevertheless, they consider their social
problems to be their most pressing concern rather than conservation of the traditional landscape. They anticipate
that designation as a preservation area will create new jobs and that this in turn will lead to population regeneration.
It is worth examining how the mentality of the villagers affects subsequent generations and how it influences their
actions with regard to landscape preservation.

Key words: traditional landscape, villagers' consciousness, social problems in mountain villages, thatched roof houses,
other people's value consciousness
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Tablel Details of response (Questionnaire@)
(A)
_fFiy R R
¥ 5 & EE R kA kE R
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40-49 3 2 1 2 1
50-59 2 2 2
6064 9 1 8 4 1 3 1
65-69 11 4 7 4 6 1
70-74 25 16 9 21 1 1 2
75-79 15 7 8 8 1 5 1
80-84 2 2 1 1
86~ 3 1 2 3
Bt 73 35 38 41 9 18 3 2

-2 HEH#FORE (77— 10Q)
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Fig. 2. Concern for the problems of depopulation and aging of the population, and an awareness of the value of Japanese regional

landscapes
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Fig. 3. Concern for the problems of depopulation and aging of the population, and the hope of successfully conserving regional

history and culture
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Fig. 4. Experience of being commended for the village landscape, and an awareness of the value of Japanese regional landscapes
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Fig. 5. Experience of being commended for the village landscape, and the hope of successfully conserving regional history and culture
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Table 6. Expectation of benefits on being designated "a
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