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W5 . "Garden plots as an informal safety net in rural Russia:

Their role in recovery from income shocks and a quasi-social policy”

e

By using micro data from the Russian Household Budget Survey of 2004
and2009, this study analyzes whether food production on garden plots (or,
personal subsidiary husbandry), a traditional activity in rural Russia,
functions as a safety net for rural households in the event of an income
shock. The empirical results reveal that poor rural households are more
active in assuring the food security function of their garden plots in the
event of an income shock. This demonstrates that production on garden
plots could help rural households buttress against an income shock and

help poor rural households, in particular, escape poverty. The study
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concluded that production on garden plots could play a role of a quasi-social
policy for the poor rural households under the situation of a malfunction in

the formal social policy.
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34 7.1 8.9 12.6 2.1 21.5 -9 10.0 14.2 -19.7 5.7 15.7 14.9
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11 10.0 13.7 3.0 17.6 338 12.7 5.4 -9.3 2.3 14.2 14.2
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4] 8.7 11.9 1.8 16.6 185 0.8 0.7 0.5 3.4 13.2 13.7
51 8.8 12.5 2.5 16.9 359 7.0 -1.7 8.4 -6.6 13.4 13.9
6 Ji 7.5 9.2 12.4 2.3 17.9 316 7.2 5.5 10.3 0.2 14.7 14.0
(| 9.0 12.2 2.3 15.6 473 14.5 -1.5 14.0 -17.0 13.5 13.4
8 1 6.9 11.9 2.0 13.3 498 9.4 -2.1 5.2 -14.0 12.8 13.3
9 7.3 8.0 11.6 1.6 11.5 310 15.1 7.2 9.4 1.9 11.6 13.2
10 A 7.7 11.5 1.6 13.9 454 11.6 4.6 8.7 1.3 12.1 13.2
11 A 7.2 11.7 1.4 13.4 545 4.7 -6.7 -8.6 22.2 12.0 13.4
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