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Atsuyuki ASAMI: Motivations of Member Participation in Farmer Professional
Cooperatives in Rural China : A Focusing on Chinese Characteristics

Farmer professional cooperatives play a leading role in the development of
rural China. However, Chinese cooperatives are founded according to peculiar
interpretation of cooperative rule rather than the principle that International
Cooperative Alliance (ICA) presented. For example, the owners of food processing
firms mainly invest share capital, organize farmer professional cooperatives,
and become directors of that cooperative. The motivations for farmer member
participation differs from the motivation for member participation in general
cooperative cases, reflecting this unique situation. Participation motivations are
characterized by vertical integration, shift in entrepreneur function, and human
relationships. These characteristics can be analyzed using the following concepts
related to transaction cost: relationship specificity, shifts in competencies, and
Chinese human relationships or “guanxi’. The multivariate analysis of marketing research
is appropriate to quantitatively analyze the participation motivations based on these
concepts.

We interviewed farmer members of Hunan Province farmer professional
cooperatives in 2003 by using originally developed items, measures, and constructs.
We first tested the validity and reliability of constructs based on confirmatory factor
analysis and then derived the reliable independent and dependent variables. We
tested and proved the following hypotheses by multiple regression, simple slope
analysis, and covariance structure analysis for the derived variables: (1) Although
farmers and cooperatives are related specifically, the extent of participation is not
influenced by this relationship, (2) The level of competence in the cooperative
determines the extent of participation, (3) The stronger the “guanxi” effect, the
greater the extent of participation, (4) “Guanxi” is required to support cooperative
competency.
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DOREAE E W 1582 vz 9RGEE L. 20 312xF L. OLS 12 & 2 ERUGEHHT 2175 720
PERAEENE [EKAE] P o L <Id TREBIIVIKAFME] A Th 0 Moz 8 [BIARK %
] S, [ARetE] C. [guanxi] G TH %,

P A =a + 3G + aC + aS + u (1)
ay R (i=0~3)Z2METH/XTA—F uZlBEIHEL LTS, EEEME LTl%
BRI ] % 723 B M BN T & A EHIAI R R o T o 72 [HEEIOIK
] WA IAERRERPEONT: (K3 22H), $4bb, BEMNKEL LT
OZIMFEEEIZIE, [guanxi| & [HREME] 2SIETHETH A2 OITR L. [BIREEERME] 136
T o oo BIFRIF R NIFRORFF CIIMENKEO EEEN E L Tbi T\ 5,
Lo L. &FEtE~ozmE, EF (&%) 12L25%F (BR) OEEWNLZHKETH) . BL
PRETERLZ CRFICL 2 HFOERENRA 23S 2 BRFHEIL. Sz ZR L
LTEFGEL T LW EAHERTE 7 (IRFEL 1 OMEE) . Z4UIxt L. &1Etto [Hhgtk]
& [guanxil (IHEPICEENRE L L TOSIBELZRT I EICR) . COTOPEELRS
MERTH 5 2 &R Iz (IR 2. 3 ORREE) o

&3 BERVKFMHEOERF

FribEt A F15 05
R¥ \ t il ¥ \ t il
EH 5.887 3.560
guanxi 0.254 1.692 0.277 2.546
HreE 0314 1.997 0.397 3.532
PFA LR R 1 0.191 1.509 0.008 0.007
R? 0.198 0.274

4.2.2 HHERDH

a4 1%k LT, [guanxi) G ZF#IH E L 7-f4 4% (moderating effect) % . Hifli
AR & o THRREL T o FRREE REHOLELMELF 72012, HE2LO
BROFIhOEREE L TB, 2O LT (1) ATHETA»-272S%2KE&,. CLGD
KHAEHEMR T

A =b, + bC + bG + bBC-G + u (2)
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EH 2 hE - BREESTEFHEAOSIMER O IZED A

ZRMIT %0 by (3EH. by (1=0~3) IFHEETRESTA=F, w3BHIHATH S, (2)
X COXHENERME LY THBET 572012, FHITH L TEERZ (SD) 1 O LN
S T 5 2 L2 L7z CEAESI AT o

MERIZFA IR Lz — ISD TEFHRTH 2 HREITAEETIE R o 7275 FHTIE
HEICRoTe ZO—FT+ISD Tlix. BOAETIERL Bo7ze 21U, guanxi 2V E
W (= ISD) &, guanxi AP THEE ZROTSIML7Z2 ELSMTELRWIRLTDH %
DIZHF L. guanxi 25K & e o CTHEHIWIZ R 5 & guanxi VA EICE\ T, ARESZRDT
ZIMTAHIELEIFFTHEIIILLZ LXK L TVD, Lo T, IKF4 2RES LT
Who 72720, S5 guanxi AR E L B E (+ 1SD). H U guanxi VA EIZEA T, A
FEMEZ RO TEMT L2 LICHF G LT ik > Twd, ZHUE. guanxi 25 5 FEEK
E bl BIIRAREDBERE T Z H121EZFNLL LD guanxi 2SRLEIZ R D LFIRT
L0, 2V ZFLHHAORRREREOREN AN TH - 721 HEED B 5o

&4 HFEND

¥ t fif

Py 72 FIH 9.643 5.223
etk 0.293 1.830
guanxi 0.464 0.579
RAETH -0.012 -0.160
R? 0.172

+ 1SD IR 10.619 3.777
Atk 0.269 1.151

- 1SD TERIH 8.674 4.062
HEElE 0.317 1.523

4.2.3 HOBEED

PLEAE S N2 W]T-50HT & IR GAT OfE R % . & S5 HERE 5 % v C 2 omsaiE %
RS %o WET T I & > CTRIRIEERYE . guanxi A BETE. 72 & U REBIRKAFME % 52 L
MEH LB AREORBEEGREBET T VE LCEE L (BEREETTLV), LAL
BH S, BRI EE, guanki # B0 E TV TR T A ENTE LD -72DT, Ak
PEE REENIRAF DR R 2T 2R T L L7 (K1 22, 272 LExn s 3
5720 A2 VT W5, ZORE (£S5 22, SARBUT 1% KETEICERT, 7
A ZFfEIL p T 0.846 TH ) ETNVIFBRINTE, ZOMOBEEHERAEL U TIF IO LS
R LTz, HREMEDFEBIN 2 KR IS BIN 2 ME M A L L TOBMERL TR I L
A, MR TE L, MERICHELZHEE, REGEYTH-72802 L9,



AW IR AR

DEIBED TD/INIE

K5 BEBNEKEFEEANDEIEFIBE ST
B B 78 ANEH tfil
Cc4 HEETE 1.000
C3 HEEME 1.452 4.239
C2 Hrelk 1.427 4.101
Cl1 HEEME 0.840 2.712
Al REBE) A1k 1.000
A3 REBI A IRAT 14 1.399 3.965
A4 REBNIVIRAE 0.763 3.866
A BT I8 2R EL t il
REB A IRATE Hrelk 0.659 2.673
CMIN H p i
7.961 13.000 0.846
GFI AGFI RMR CFI TLI RMSEA
0.970 0.936 0.030 1.000 1.072 0.000

5. bW

HEOBIERD 2012,

R o 725 REEESEEDP T OREBRN 2 XH 2 REFEINT
Wao L LiETIRFEMEFEINZED CRRIZEZMEE V) L) &, FFREFKOE
FoEEEZAHE L THERE 2R E L TEFEPEE I TWw 2, 2% Kk
LTRROSMOMAETI ZHET L TAH B L, OEEMISHKEG SN LB TOSN, @fFFKE
DEFRIZ L DREDRL LBIMEETOSI. ONHBEREER L L72S, Lvol—fig
DBHFEME~NDOSIE NI EZ 2 HEM L FEATRO O N L. TNEE0IT DAL LT

(. BT IE BAAREERRYE. AEEtE. mEMKA.
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#or, oSS e T (1) A1 L RROBRAIRHEMNTH > TH, S
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MERWITE, ZIEE;S 5. 4) SIEHEOFEREZ RO TSI 27201213, [guanxi]
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M, xEt LR, HE, BteozL1Ed BT I N7z,
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