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King-sized Turritopsis medusae with small number of tentacles (Hydrozoa,
Anthomedusae) from Fukushima Prefecture, Northern Japan
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Abstract. King-sized female and male medusae of Turritopsis sp. were collected on
September 5, 2011 among several thousands of medusae gathered in a Soma harbour of
Fukushima Prefecture, northern Japan. However, they have small number of tentacles
despite of king-sized umbrella, namely they are more than 13 mm in diameter when
collected but with just 200 tentacles of three whorls, showing 50 — 150 tentacles fewer
than smaller medusae from Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, two harbours in Ibaraki
Prefecture, and from one beach in Chiba Prefecture, Japan.

Key words: Turritopsis, medusa, umbrella diameter, tentacle number, Fukushima,
northern Japan.
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