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Doll Production Activities by Yumeji Takehisa
— The Success of “Hinaniyosuru Tenrankai” and the Failure in USA ——

Wen-hsuan WANG

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper discusses the doll production activities by Yumeji Takehisa in the early Showa period.
In 1930, Yumeji led the “Dontaku Sha” to explore the doll production. And then they held the “Hinaniyosuru
Tenrankai” exhibition of dolls at Shiseido Gallery in Ginza. Despite their amateur production, the exhibition
was greatly acclaimed while the exhibition works were sold out. One year later, regardless of the former
success, Yumeji sold none of the exhibition works in another exhibition at Carmel, USA. In this paper, we
clarify the meaning of doll production activities to Yumeji by analyzing the success and failure of these two

exhibitions organized by him.



