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The dream and the lost object

— “lack” from a psychoanalytic point of view ——

Akira MARUYAMA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Upon entering the linguistic field, human beings lose the subject that existed pre-linguistically —
not one “that was once,” but one “that can be assumed ex-post that there would be” after entry. Freud
proposed that dreams are an attempt to fulfill childhood desires and dream analysis is the “royal road to the
unconscious.” However, the earliest childhood experience itself in fact “no longer exists,” and the fulfillment

of childhood desires is ultimately destined to fail.

In this paper, a link, which Freud described in the “draft” (1895), between the thing (Das Ding) and an
index for judgment of its existence, is regarded as “lack.” An examination of the theories of Freud, Rank,
Klein, and Lacan reveals that a reality test and the creation of the lost object are possible through this “lack,”
established in a mental apparatus. Moreover, it will be argued that transference and dreams in psychotherapy
are the places where this “lack” is occurring and encounters with (or failures to encounter) “the lost object”

may be repeated.



