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The Model Image of a Salaried Worker from the Late Taisho
to the Beginning of the Showa Periods
— A Study of the Business Magazine, “Jitsugyo-no-Nihon™ ——

Atsushi KITO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The purpose of this paper is to investigate the early stage of salaried workers and their life-styles,
by identifying the model image of a salaried worker from the late Taisho to the beginning of the Showa
Periods shown in the articles in “Jitsugyo-no-Nihon".

The model image of a salaried worker in the late Taisho Period was a person who did his best in his job
regardless of his salary, and was loyal to his company. Salaried workers those days, however, strongly resisted
the intension on the management side behind the model image. This led “Jitsugyo-no-Nihon” to a new
description of the model image. It argued that salaried workers should constitute ‘the middle class’
cooperative with shareholders and employers. The newly described model image was similar to that of the late
Taisho Period. Focusing the contents and significance of their works, the articles advocated that salaried
workers should follow shareholders and employers, while the model image shown by salaried workers
themselves in the readers’ columns was a person who would value his comfortable family life.

Thus, salaried workers from the late Taisho to the beginning of the Showa Periods were encouraged to
enjoy their comfortable private lives. As the means for that, they were required to attend diligently to their
duties and to be cooperative with shareholders and employers. Establishment of such a lifestyle in this period
can prove the rise of the company-oriented-society as early as those days, which rapidly developed under the
high economic growth in the post-WWII period.
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