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offices antecedent to their appointment, no specific career pattern could be dis-
cerned. Sixth, reaching the office of bahsi-an-i ‘izam functioned as a path of advan-
cement for the close relatives of influential figures. This point differs greatly from
the case of the minister of finance. Seventh, in terms of the order of appointment,
bahst-an-i ‘izam had precedence over the minister of the imperial household and
was subordinate to the minister of finance. This likely paralleled the order of re-
sponsibilities within the state system.

FROM THE YORUK IN RUMELI TO THE DESCENDANTS
OF THE CONQUERORS: THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEMI-WARRIOR STATUS
OF THE “NOMADIC PEOPLE”

IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

IwamoTto Keiko

After the subjugation of the Balkan Peninsula by the Ottoman Empire, many
people crossed from Anatolia to the Balkan Peninsula, which was named Ruméli.
From Western Anatolia, Turkish nomadic people called yoriik emigrated and set-
tled in various locations, forming tribal groups. Based on the yoriik in Ruméli, the
group known as the descendants of the conquerors (Eviad-1 Fatihan) was created
in the late 17" century.

In this article, I employ source materials such as tax registers (fapu tahrir de-
fteri), legal codes (kanin-name) and registers of imperial edicts (miihimme defteri
) to study the role played by the yoriik in Ruméli in the Ottoman society, the kind
of relationship they built with the central government, and the reason why the de-
scendants of the conquerors was created among the yoriik in Ruméli.

In the 16" century, in exchange for a partial tax exemption, the yiriik in
Ruméli participated in battles as soldiers in time of war and engaged in various
kinds of non-combatant labor in times of peace. The central government and the
yoriik in Ruméli were often at odds over the duty to serve the military or in
various types of labor service, but because the yoriik in Ruméli were an important
source of labor during times of war and peace, the central government never dis-
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mantled the yoritk in Ruméli throughout the 161 century. The yoritk in Ruméli

ceased to be mobilized as laborers or soldiers during the 17t century, but as
large numbers of troops were required for successive wars at the end of the 17
century, orders for the conscription of the yoritk in Ruméli were once again
issued. In order to provide troops from the yoriik in Ruméli and suppress their re-
sistance to military conscription, it was necessary to control the yoriik in Ruméli
as a unified whole and manage them as a single unit. Thus, in order to legitimize
their military service, the discourse that the yoriik in Ruméli were the descen-
dants of conquerors who had come from Anatolia to the Balkan Peninsula was
promoted. And for this, the troops made from the yoriik in Ruméli were named
the descendants of conquerors.
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