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Noi Giao Tam Truyén, Ngoai Giao Cong Truyén

Summary

Caodai, a Vietnamese new religious movement, has four ways of reading divine will. (1) Pho
co/Pho loan, which corresponds to Fuji in China. It is said to have been first used by Ngo Van
Chieu in 1917 under the influence of the Mekong Delta’'s Ngu Chi Minh Dao. (2) Xay ban. “Table
turning” in English, this is a way to communicate with dead spirits and was transmitted to
Vietnam from France as a part of Alan Kardec's spiritism. (3) Xin Xam, a divination method
that uses bamboo sticks. (4) Chap buit, a kind of automatic writing (psychography) by a small
child whose arm is thought to be controlled by a divinity. In this paper, I compare the meanings
of Pho co/Pho loan and Xay ban, and conclude that the Noi Gido Tam Truyén group, which was
founded by Ngo Van Chiéu, and the Ngoa: Gido Cong Truvén group differed in their political
opinions.

The Tay Ninh sect began as “Ngoai Giao Cong Truyén,” and during its initial period (around
1925-1927), Pham Coéng Téc, Cao Hoai Sang, Cao Quynh Cu, etc. did not know about Pho co
[LD1], relying only on the books of Than Linh Hoc from France. However, in September 1925,
for the first time these three founders of the Tay Ninh sect met That Nuong Diéu Tri Cung, Ctru
Thién Huyén N, and Diéu Tri Kim Mau, who told them that Pho co is a considerably more
convenient and faster method than Xay ban for requesting teachings from holy people such as
Diéu Tri Kim Mau. It appears that for this reason Pko co was adopted in Tay Ninh sect around
1927 or 1928.

Keywords : Caodai, P%o loan, Xay ban, Allan Kardec, Spiritism, Noi Giao Tam Truyeén, Ngoai Giao
Cong Truyén
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