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Orchitis, Lymphadenitis and Chyluria were effectively treated with Hetrazan, by oth
er
cases were not affected ; and mot of them were operated upon.

B. Scrub typhus

Scrub typhus is a self-limited febrile illness of two weeks’ duration caused by Ric-
kettsia Tsutsugamushi, transmitted by chiggers and distributed widely in the Asiatic~pacific
area.

In Taiwan it is found in Tai-Tung and Peng-Hu (Pescadores). Scrub typhyg in
Peng-Hu is higher in Females than in Males, 6025 and 4025 respectively. The highest
prevalence is between the age of 5-14 (4025). Whereas, it is between the ages of 20-30
in Taiwan. The primary skin lesion (eschar) is found in the height of about 1 meter of
the body, according to the height of the millet, for after the heavy rain chiggers (Tsutsy-
gamushi) climb up to the tip of the millet. Therefore, the scrotum and inguinal part of
the adults, under the arms of the schoolboys and girls, and the retroauricular part of the
children are the most prevalent places of the primary lesion.

The occurrence of scrub typhus is limited to the five months (from May through
September), when the rainfall is the greatest.

The abrupt drop of Scrub typhus in morbidity and mortality during the last 8 years
was due to the adequate medical and environmental treatment since 1952.

Chloramphenicol and Aureomycin were effective for the treatment.

C. Leprosy

Superstitions and suspicions may be among the main reasons that the Pescadores have
a proportionately high incidence of Leprosy. Though, of course, crowded living conditions,
malnutrition, and poor sanitation also contribute to the problem. At present, about 250
cases are known (166 of these have registered at the local outpatient clinic during the
past five years). Most of the cases are found among the local population ; but, there are
a number of “imported” cases.

At present, there are more males than females. The incidence is highest in the age
group between 20 years and 40 years. The main occupations of the people of the Pes-
cadores are farming and fishing ; the disease is most prevalent in these two groups.

Leprosy is classifed as follows : Lepromatous, 59 cases or 39.19/ ; Tuberculoid, 63
cases or 45.09% ; Borderline, 24 cases or 15.99 ; and not yet determined, 7 cases. (June

30, 1960)

D. Polymyositis purulenta.

In recent 8 years, there were 5,756 cases of suppurative inflammation. Among them
Polymyositis and Iliopsoitis were 997 cases (17.3224) and 20 cases (0.3595) respectively.
Most of them were in the 5-9 age group, and 15-19 group, and seen in summer ; these
diseases seemed to increase from year to year. Under 19 years of age, more males suffered
from these diseases than females, but over 20 years of age if was the contrary. Staphy-
lococcus aureus was the only infectious agent of these diseases and other mixed infections
were not discovered.

These diseases often seen in the several places of the large muscles, and as many as
21 places were seen in one patient. 411 cases (40.1795) were operated upon and the
other 586 cases were treated with Sulfa-drugs and Antibiotics, and all patients recovered
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without disturbance of motility.
Undernutrition (especially B+ avitaminosis) and bad environmental hygiene are the
most important factors causing these diseases in these Islands.

V. INFLECTIOUS DISEASES

A. Acute infectious Diseases

From April 1952 to March 1960, there were 3,926 cases of infectious diseases, or
42 of the total patients (98,375 cases). Among them, Amebic dysentery were 1,125
cases (28.6%), Influenza 786 cases (2094), Filariasis 521 cases (13.324), Erysipelas 154
cases (8.425), Whooping cough 231 cases (5.99), Measles 194 cases (4.99), Varicella
155 cases (2.4%), Acute poliomyelitis 94 cases (2.49%), Scrub typhus 86 cases (2.29%),
Tetanus 72 cases (1.994), Rubella 71 cases (1.825), Mumps 71 cases (1.8%4), Diph-
theria 61 cases (1.6%5), Typhoid fever 53 cases (1.4%%), Malaria 33 cases (0 8%), Ba-
cillary dysentery 28 cases (0.7%), Epidemic cerebro-spinal meningitis 12 cases (0 3%),
Paratyphoid fever 3 cases (0.194

1)  Amebic dysentery in the Pescadores is the most common diseases, it occurs during
the whole year, especially in summer, caused by driking unboiled water, or eating
popsicles, and is prevalent in the ages between 0-4 (37.42%), and in the ages bhe-
tween 20-24 (10 894, especially among the fishermen). After incomplete treatment,
some of them developed liver abscess, and there were 22 cases of liver ahscess which
needed surgical treatment.

2) 786 cases of Influenza (20% of the acute infectious disease) with good prognosis
were seen In May and June 1957, coinciding with the world epidemic.

3) Measles were more prevalent in females than males, and it is noticeable that the
diseases occured also in aged men and women, who had no chance to depart from
isolated Islands hecause of difficult transportation, and had acquired no immunity
against Measles.

4)  Acute poliomyelitis seems to be increasing gradually during these years (1955-1959)
-similar to increase rate in Taiwan. Most of them were seen in the ages between
1-3.

5) Malaria was never seen among the local people, though some newcomers suffered
from this disease (only 33 cases), but after 1957 there were no cases.

6) Beside the epidemics of Rubella in 1952 and again in 1958, there were on unusual
infectious diseases here.

B. Tuberculosis

1)  There were 2,586 cases of Pulmonary tuberculosis (86.724) and 394 cases of Ex-
trapulmonary tuberculosis (13.394). Among Pulmonary tuberculosis 3 cases were
complicated with Laryngitis tucerculosa.

2) Pulmonary tuberculosis in the Pescadores is higher in males than in females ; 81.9%
and 18.19% respectively, and the highest prevalence is between the ages of 25-29. It
was noted that the severe cases have decreased, while the mild cases have increased.
General speaking, the incidence of Pulmonary tuberculosis has been decreasing after
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