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It has been reported that the colon is a good material for esophagoplasty because

of its resistance to gastric secretions, good blood supply and great length.
The purpose of this paper is to learn the blood supply to the colon with regard to

its substitution of the esophagus.
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One hundred and ten human colons were investigated.

The colons of 22 fresh autopsy specimens from persons were studied. The
colon was first examined in situ and then excised with its vessels. An acrylic
cast of the colic arteries was made and examined macroscopically.

Eighteen arteriograms showing clearly the colic arteries were selected out of
many X-ray photographs taken {rom patients who underwent abdominal
aortography for some other purposes and evaluated radiographically.

In 70 laparotomy cases, the vascular pattern of the colon was visualized and
then sketched diagrammatically.

Results

Vascular Pattern (cf. Fig.).--The commonest type showing 61.8 per cent of
cases was as follows: the ileocolic, and the right and middle colic arteries
which branch off from the superior mesenteric artery and the left colic artery
which branches off from the the inferior mesenteric artery, are mutually ana-
stomsed by the marginal artery from which arise terminal arteries to the colon
(type A). This may be defined as “the fundamental pattern”. However,
some variations in the arrangement of these branches of the superior mesenteric
artery with or without a failure in the continuity of the marginal artery were
encountered in up to 22.7 per cent of cases (tvpe B, C, D, E and F). The







































