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FF3E7S Kuo, Mei Fang ( 578 « BNV I KE2EYfE National Cheng Kung University Museum )
Looking at Historical Objects, Thinking about rising of University and its Museum

First of all, I would like to express my sincere thanks
to Kyoto University Museum for the provision of a friendly
space and the opportunities for me to freely explore its
precious collection items, utilize its equipment and facilities
during my visit study at the Museum between 1 November
2015 and 31 January 2016.

I spend part of my time in the “Maps and Ethnological
Document Laboratory Exhibition Room” and the “Japanese
History Document Laboratory Exhibition Room”, examining
their Taiwan collections. Except for the varied special objects
from northeast and southeast Asia, I also encountered some
2500 precious ground glass photographic plates taken in
the early twentieth century, and some delicate German-
made measuring equipment. This report tries to discuss
the developmental characteristics of the University and its

museum with a special focus from these two Rooms.

The Taiwanese collections in the two rooms were
modest in quantity but quite high in quality. Except for the
body decorations and necessities collections, others such
as cutlery of ethnic groups of Paiwan, Atayal, and Tao are
mostly typical boutique of the tribes and of very high quality.
There were also items of Kris cutlery marked as collected
from Taiwan which could be considered as evidence of the
interaction between Taiwan aborigines and other Southeast

Asian peoples in early ages.

Kris cutlery collected from
Atayal cutlery Taiwan

In the modest Maps and Ethnological Room, there was
a big collection of precision measuring instrument, both in
terms of quantity and variety, and most of them were very
high in quality too. Those highest quality German-made
instruments had not only supported research and study
activities in the University but also became the researched
objects of Shimadzu Factory which then modified them
and transformed the learned knowhow into Japanese
precision instrument industries. Shimadzu Factory did
not only manufacture precision measuring instruments,

its ethnographic figure models were also preserved in the

Room. These sets of ethnographical models cover not only
the peoples in the territories of the contemporary Japanese
Empire, including Taiwan and Korea, but also other
ethnic groups in East Asia, Africa and South America. The
vividness and the precise characteristics reflected from these
figure models reached a very high level that one cannot
imagine such achievements could have happened without
the intensive interactions between academic research and

industrial capacity.

e
“Scale of Hardness” produced

Measuring instrument

by The specimen department

produced by Germany of Shimadzu Factory

Atayal figure models
produced by Shimadzu
Factory

Groups of ethnographic figure

model produced
by Shimadzu Factory

The two collections mentioned above indicate the
potential and importance of linking university education and
regional industrial development. Such kind of fusion between
different disciplines and collaboration between academia and
industrialists had contributed to the strength and prosperity
of the regional economy, and of course became one of the
supportive forces for the pre-war Japanese power.

The ground glass photography collection at the Room
was quite impressive. Total amount of the collection reached
some 2500 items, with different size and specifications,
negative and positive; most of them were taken between
1900s and 1940s. The red characters on the side of one glass
plate marked " - A\ b =& 44 (The Local people and
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Third High school students)" therefore can be speculated that

the earliest production year was before 1906.

The characters on the left hand side of glass plate marked
" ZB4%E (The Third High school students)"

This collection can be divided into three categories:
teaching materials, collection records of * [i%l|fi (Display
Gallery)”, and field survey records.

1. The first category is quite numerous, includes some
imported slides of the European and American
“advanced” city images, but the majority items are
copies of various maps published by the Army War
Colleges and copies of images from publications of
Europe, encompassing human images, geographical
features, new urban planning, industrial facilities,

ports, etc.

2. The second category is the pictures concerned to
the university museum predecessor — the * [i%1| &
(Display Gallery)”.

3. The third category comprised the results of various
field surveys conducted by the professors and
students of the “ S F} KE% (Liberal Arts College)”;
These are the most unique and valuable artifacts.
The scope of the field survey covered a very wide
range of natural features and human activities,
including geological surveys, post-earthquake
surveys, mining activities, railroad systems,
industrial facilities, folklore activities, fishing and
daily life activities, etc., and these studies were
conducted both domestically and internationally.
This collection indicated that the study of
geography covered not only natural geography and
measuring techniques, but also humanity, history
and ethnography; they characteristically reflected
the scientific attitude and humanistic spirit of the
academia, and the idea of education with both solid
theoretical grounding and practical application. A
good example is the picture which recorded two
persons wearing traditional clothes and standing

on a seemingly normal and small bridge of

12

approximately six meters long; a careful examination
would tell that the small bridge represents the state-

of-the —art iron truss structure of the era.

Copy from the Map was made

by Army War Collage

Photos of field survey. Survey of Korean seaside

(up: positive; down: negatives) fishing

An iron truss bridge

Post-earthquake investigation

I was deeply touched by the collection at Kyoto
University Museum, and recognized some of the philosophies
behind the establishment of the department and the rise of a
great university museum especially through the looking glass
of the Room. Unlike most of the other “specimen room”
founded in university departments which mainly served the
specific disciplines in the early twentieth century, the “Display
Gallery( [#i%1|f ) at Kyoto University was an integrator
that had been striving to combine findings and collections
of different disciplines. I learned the far-sightedness and
breadth of the Museum (Display Gallery) founders from the
collection encountered during this period of stay with the
Museum, and deeply appreciated to all those who made this
study trip possible!

Collection of Display Gallery

Professors on the doorway

of the Display Gallery and professor
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[ Artefacts of Excavation: the international distribution of finds from British excavations in Egypt. |
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