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Essential Elements Forming the Discourse on Internationalization of
Higher Education, Focusing on Japanese and Korean Policy Documents

JEON Kyounghwa

In response to challenges in the 21st century, internationalization has been recognized as one of the main
policy issues facing higher education. However, the concept of internationalization has not been clearly
defined in policy documents. This paper aims to clarify essential elements that constitute
internationalization by analyzing Japanese and Korean education policy documents, focusing on the
context of use of the term “internationalization”. First, definitions of the term were classified according
to previous research. Second, relevant parts of government documents dealing with internationalization
were extracted, and the structures and characteristics of these sentences were categorized. Third, the
elements included in the discourse on internationalization were examined by applying the results of
document analysis to classification of the definitions. The above findings yielded the following three
conclusions. (1) The discourse on internationalization in policy documents has similar views on
approaches to the term found in previous research. (2) The discourse on internationalization has a
passive-responsive disposition when used as a policy direction and rationale, although active attitudes
for some activities were also detected. (3) An all-inclusive but vague concept of “internationalization” is
employed in Korea, but specific terms, such as “international + noun” (compatibility, recognition,

cooperation, etc.), are preferred in Japan.
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