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marks by Chinese firms and reevaluates the policy of protecting foreign trade-
marks by the Beijing government. However, this at the same time resulted in the
strengthening of reaction of Chinese firms against the Beijing government. This
was because they were attempting to legitimize the production and sales of imita-
tion products with trademarks of foreign firms under the slogans of “reviving
national products” and “retrieving rights”.

Therefore, a trademark law was established as a diplomatic promise based on
the conclusion of the treaty, but if it was observed, opposition from domestic
firms could not be avoided, and the Peking government was thrown into a difficult
position regarding trademark protection. Likewise, the Nanjing government, which
overthrew the Beijing government, was also unable to overcome these conflicting
demands.

NETWORKS OF PORT TOWNS AND THE SO-CALLED
“BANIYAN MERCHANTS”: THE ACTIVITIES
OF KACHCHHI BHATIYA MERCHANTS
IN 19™.CENTURY ZANZIBAR

Suzuk1 Hideaki

By focusing on the activities of the Kachchhi Bhatiya merchants in 19th-
century Zanzibar, this article grapples with two important issues in the history of
the Indian Ocean world that have not received sufficient concrete consideration.
One neglected issue is, on the assumption that port towns are understood as
places of accumulation and exchange of multiple varieties of people, goods, in-
formation, and money, how did the towns organize these multiple flows. The
second issue is the “Baniyan merchants” who frequently appear in Western sour-
ces that comment on the port towns of the western Indian Ocean. These two
issues form the two sides of a single problem in 19th-century Zanzibar. This article
focuses on the commercial activities of the Kachchhi Bhatiya who were particularly
influential among the “Baniyan” merchants of 19th-century Zanzibar in an attempt
to clarify these two issues. The following points have been elucidated on the bases
of these considerations. In short, their activities cannot be delimited within a strict
definition of commercial traders. Instead, their commercial activities were firmly
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linked to the sultans of the Al Bu Said dynasty, and in addition they were multifa-
ceted enough to merit being called general trading companies. Moreover, each of
their spheres of activity was organically unified in such a manner as not only to
support each sphere, but they, for example, used middlemen to acquire funds on a
short-term basis from Western merchants, transfer those funds to their sphere of
financial operations, and employ those funds for commercial activities of local mer-
chants, and they could be linked through the channel of the Kachchhi Bhatiya to
the many varieties of people who assembled in the port towns of Zanzibar without
having mutual direct contact with one another. Furthermore, what circulated in
each sphere was not limited to goods and money; for example, tax farmers
strengthened their relationship of trust with the sultan and that relation of trust
spread to have a positive effect on their operations as middlemen with Western
merchants, and this trust also became an important factor along with goods and
money.
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