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John F. Kennedy’s Public Diplomacy toward Africa
A Case Study of ‘Educational Diplomacy’

Shunsuke OKUDA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Suamrmary  This thesis focuses on John F. Kennedy’s ‘public diplemacy®, which aims at grasping foreign
perceptions of the Unifed States through cultural, art and educational exchange programs, By focusing on
this, the auther of this thesis examines how the Kennedy administration attempted to integrate African
countries into the Western Bloc through public diplomacy, which were coming to prominence on the
international political stage and also attracting the attention of the Soviet Union. The author examines this
through “educational diplemacy’, which invalves the acceptance of floreign studenis. assistance in establishing
cducational systems and so on.

In the Kennedy era, not only government agencies like Bureau of Educational and Culturai Affairs but
various non-governinent organizations were involved in educational diplemacy. The Kennedy administration
thought of educational diplomacy not only as a torm of foreign aid but also as a way to improve the image of
America held by African students who would eventually become the leaders of their countries, and by doing
so this administzation took & long-term strategy of integrating African countries into the Western Bloe.





