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What I gained through my stay in Vietnam
Masaya Onmachr (Nigawa Gakuin High School)
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I have been abroad before going to Vietnam. However,
I have never studied English before with the intention of
using it as a tool to communicate with foreigners, nor did
[ have a strong will in the past to be active overseas. Now,
I decide to be active abroad, and am positively studying
English. I watch English news programs for students on TV
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with English subtitles because I realized that I am very poor
at comprehending spoken English. I have also changed the
language settings of my smart phone from Japanese to English
because [ aim to always be exposed to English. Furthermore, I
now try to communicate with foreign people in English.

In Vietnam, I had opportunities to visit places associated
with the Vietnam War. I had heard of the Vietnam War
in world history classes, but to my shame, I did not fully
understand it. I studied the war extensively to give a public
presentation. This overseas training was a chance to learn the
history of Vietnam and to reflect on wars in general. There are
still many conflicts in the world today. These conflicts do not
break out without reasons, and I believe that we should know
the reasons.

We were also able to study how to examine water quality
indices; pH, conductivity, residual chlorine and bacterial
numbers of coliform group and Escherichia coli. We were
interested in measurement of many water samples such as
seawater, tap water and others. The examination gave us a
chance to think about the importance of living environment.
Our measurement showed bacterial contamination of tap
water with disappearance of disinfectant (residual chlorine) in
Vietnam. These results told us how clean water in Japan is by
comparison.

Despite my many impressive experiences, I do have some
regrets about my visit to Vietnam. I regret being shy to talk
to the Vietnamese people at first. The Vietnamese were so
kind that they talked to me, but I should have talked to them
first. Following this training, I have found that it is easier to
be on very good terms with foreign people by speaking the
local language. Therefore, I memorized some easy Vietnamese
words and phrases; however, I should have memorized them
before going to Vietnam. I have a chance to go to Italy this
winter, so I aim to memorize some Italian words before I travel
there.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to members
of the ELCAS office, Kyoto University professors, and the
Vietnamese people for giving me this wonderful opportunity
and experience.



