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Female Autonomy and Its Determinants:

An Empirical Analysis of Indian Microdata

WADA Kazuya

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine determinants of “female autonomy,” which represents the
extent to which women can participate in various decision-making processes within the household
and is of importance as a component of the empowerment of women that has been a key policy
goal for all countries. A proxy for “female autonomy” is made by principal component analysis,
employing some variables from Indian microdata that represent the extent to which women can
take part in decision-making processes. The results of the analysis can be summarized as follows.
First, as many previous studies have pointed out, “female autonomy” will be improved by the
promotion of women’s education. Second, the expansion of women’s media exposure will promote
“female autonomy.” Third, marriage practices in India are likely to affect women’s status after

their marriage.
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