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THE CONCEPTS OF INDEPENDENCE AND CIVILIZATION IN YU
KILCHUN’S SEGYE TAESE-RON 5 K% 5% IN COMPARISON WITH
UCHIDA MASAO’S YOCHI SHIRYAKU Hih7En%

TSUKIASHI Tatsuhiko

Yu Kilchun # % &, who studied at Keio Gijuku from 1881 to 1882 as the first
Korean student in Japan, wrote the Segve Taese-ron #:F K% (on the world
situation), an introduction to world geography and Western civilization in 1883. In
this paper, the author elucidates the fact that Yu used the Yochi Shiryaku HLHZERS
(12 vols.) of Uchida Masao W HIE#, especially the general introduction (vol. 1)
as a source. On the basis of a comparison of the two works, the author points out
the following three points.

First, Uchida had described Korea as a dependent state of imperial China, but
Yu described Korea on the contrary as an independent state, but did not deny the
fact that Korea was a tributary state of imperial China. Yu later argued in his main
work, Soyu Kyonmun Vi3 FLH, in1889 that Korea was an independent state in
international law, though a tributary state of imperial China.

Second, in the Segye Taese-ron, Yu argued that Korea could accept Western
technology, but must not accept Christianity and Western political systems. Thus,
he did not translate most of the content about religion and political systems of the
Yochi Shiryaku.

Third, in order to emphasize the independence of Korea and individual
character of Korean culture in distinction from Chinese culture, Yu emphasized the
superiority of kungmun 83 (Hangil) over Chinese characters and did not use
the era name of the Qing dynasty, but used the kaeguk kinyon BBIF4FE (counting
years from 1392, the first year of the Choson dynasty, established by Yi Songgye).



