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The Contact Zone between “Horse Life” and “Human Life”:
The Relationship of Humans and Race Horses in the Racing Industry of Hokkaido

Dai KANAZAWA
Keywords: contact zone, commoditization/ singularization, “Horse Life”, racing industry, Hokkaido

'This paper describes the discourses concerning race horses in the racing industry of Hokkaido
and considers how asymmetrical relationships between humans and animals are constructed.
Haraway [2013a] applies Pratt’s [1992], concept of “contact zone” to consider the process of
coevolution and cooperative relationships between the two in the case of canine agility training.
This paper focuses on the transaction of race horses and extends Haraway’s argument by referring
to Kopytoft’s [1986] two concepts of commoditization and singularization.

Hokkaido, especially the Hidaka region, has the most prosperous market for horse racing in
Japan, and thus the breeding and training of horses are the prime concern for people involved in
this industry. While the importance of race horses is stressed in this way, its discourse cannot be
reduced to its economics. “Horse Life” is a suggestive term to elucidate such realities of producing
race horses. This term, analogous to “Human Life”, implies various stages of the race horse’s life
cycle such as breeding, training and retirement. Through examining the case of “Horse Life”, this
paper reveals that people cannot regard race horses as merely commoditized beings, but also as
singularized ones. The structure of the racing industry that disposes of race horses is maintained by

various discourses cutting “Horse Life” into fragments.
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