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Hh (F2), INFTOWELD., ZH T EDBBIOAERIGE 217> T\ % L1
BTELDIESHETH-7, HIBVEDIE, AuT 727X 7DOAND 6 BBEML T3
ARV 7 THY, BDIETOTAY Y FROEFIRTH DS, A bV v 7 IE ZTHNOK
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Slovak religious organizations and civil associations were prevented from engaging in
autonomous work for society until the political transition of 1989. Currently, both kinds of
organizations voluntarily contribute to communities through various charitable works and voluntary
activities. It is difficult to distinguish these practices according to whether they are based on
religiosity or on a secular mentality among citizens at the practical level of social engagement,
although it is obvious that religious groups and secular voluntary associations have different
motivations for their activities. The purpose of this paper is to discuss morality in civil society under
post-secularization by comparing religious organizations and secular civil organizations in a Slovak
provincial city in terms of their social engagement.

Certain members of the clergy and believers joined the social movement for democracy at the
end of socialism because, as religious people, they desired freedom of religion. The democratic civil
society that people achieved, however, does not simply entail religious revival but the aspiration for a
society constructed by citizens tolerant of different sets of values. In the process of democratization,
religious groups became one type of voluntary association with a specific policy of action. Religious
morality has been integrated with the secular civil morality of autonomous citizens—supporters of

civil society—at the practical level.



