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Morality beyond Morality:
A Study on Public Functions of Buddhism in Modern Myanmar 027
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What is the morality of Theravada Buddhist monks? How does it have an impact on society?
'This study considers these problems, using X Monastery in Myanmar as an example, and aims to
reveal one side of the public functions of Buddhism in Modern Myanmar.

To achieve this aim, this study focuses on their morality in the context of gift exchange in
particular. According to M. Mauss’s 7he Gif?, the most important moral aspect of gift exchange is
the obligation to reciprocate. Regarding this point, Theravada Buddhist monks seem to be immoral
because they are not required to reciprocate, although the basis of monks’ livelihood is using the
Dana [religious gifts] of lay people. Furthermore, X Monastery strictly prohibits monks from
reciprocating. Why do they do that? What kind of morality do they have?

First, I describe the morality of X Monastery, ‘the Morality beyond Morality’ (1I). Then, I
analyze how the morality of X Monastery is accepted by society and indicate that lay devotees
comprise a network centered around X monastery, and these lay devotees, being affected by the
morality of X Monastery, are engendering a political position which I call ‘paradoxical secularism’.

As a result, the morality of X monastery can prevent the political intervention of religion ( III').



Based on the discussion above, finally, referring to the situation of other Asian regions, I sort

through the possibility of Buddhism’s public functions in Modern Myanmar (IV).
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