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A large form of Turritopsis medusae (Hydrozoa, Anthomedusae) collected from
southernmost distributional region in this speces in Japan after one century
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Abstract. Many (25 individuals) immature medusae of a large form of Turritopsis
medusae were collected from Enoshima, Kanagawa Prefecture in April, 2016, and
cultured in the laboratory for about two months until their death (rejuvenated from a
medusa to stolon, but no formation of zooids). They grew well-grown (maximally 8 mm
in umbrella height) medusae with scarlet-coloured manubrium and ¢ 80-100 tentacles.
The present occurrence of a large form, though not an adult, is the second southernmost
distributional record of this species after one century. However, the number of tentacles
of the present medusae showed the minimum number, in contrast to having much more
tentacles in wild medusae collected from various places in Japan (from Kanagawa
Prefecture to Hokkaido).
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Figs. 1, 2. A large form of Turritopsis medusa (1: ¢ 1
mm in umbrella height, just after collection on April
16, 2016 ; 2: a well-grown medusa 8 mm high with
¢ 90 tentacles after about one month culture) from
Enoshima, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.
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Fig. 3.
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Stolon formation from a well-grown,
above-mentioned medusa after degeneration,
indicating an incomplete rejuvenation
(photographed on June 18,2016 ).
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