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Establishment of Special Time for “Daroku”
— Minutes of the Curriculum Council in 1957 —

TONG Zhanxin

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studics/ISPS Resecarch Fellow,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8301 Japan

Snmmary  This paper examines the Minutes of the Curriculem Couneil in 1957, detailing the circumstances
of the implementation of " Détoksr” (Moral Class) as & Special Hour item instead ol a regular sehool subject,
and also clarifics the significance of "Ddtoku” in post-war education in Japan. The reasons for setting up
"Daroki” as a Special Hour item were: 1) The Education Ministry anticipated that setting “Datokn™ as a
regular school subject would cause many issucs in practicality and scheduling; 27 The Curriculum Council
had a strong objection to setting up “Déreku” as a reguiar school subject due to the fear of potentially restoring
the “Shushin™ (Ethic Education in the prewar period): 3} Education leaders strongly supported the idea of
moral education being part of all educational activitics, "Zenmenshugi Détoku” (Comprehensive Moral
Education). The positioning of “Datokn”, though launched into the school education, was not regarded as the
essential part of moral education; instead, it was given as a supplement to " Zemmenshugi Détoku”.



