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Phonetic description of the gSerkha dialect, Amdo Tibetan spoken
in the Khams region

Hiroyuki SUZUKI

Abstract

This paper presents a phonetic description of the gSerkha dialect of Amdo Tibetan,
spoken in Seka Village, Daofu County, Ganzi Prefecture, Sichuan Province, China.

Seka Village is a nomadic area mainly inhabited by pastoralists, who speak a variety
of Amdo Tibetan. It belongs to Khams region in the traditional Tibetan geography, and
the identity of the inhabitants is also Khams-pa ‘Khams people.” Varieties of Khams
Tibetan are also spoken in the areas surrounding Seka Village, thus the gSerkha dialect
have experienced a long-term language contact with Khams Tibetan.

Amdo Tibetan spoken in this area was officially recorded in 1950s, but the materials
are not available, hence the phonological aspect of the dialect is still unknown. The de-
scription of the gSerkha dialect is necessary for an analysis of the historical development
of the surrounding Khams Tibetan dialects. For this sake, the phonological system must
be clarified.

The analysis shows: the existence of uvulars /q", q/ at the initial position and a dis-
tinction between /k/ and /q/ at the final position on the consonants; the exsitence of a

distinction between /a&/, /a/, and /e/; no tonal contrasts.
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