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Jinhu SHEN: Agricultural Trade of China under the “New Normal” Economy:
How to Deal with Threat of Rapidly Growing Agricultural Products’ Import

In this paper, we first investigated change in agricultural trade, with a
particular focus in the change of imports in China since the 1990's, by using
statistical data from FAOSTAT and Chinese government. We then analyzed
the fundamental economic background, and the influence of agricultural
policy such as trade and domestic agricultural support policy. Followings were
elucidated by our research:

Traditionally, China was a self-sufficient country for agricultural products.
However, due to liberalizing soybean imports in 1996, and two times of
significant tariff reduction on vegetable oil and cotton in 2002 following WTO
accession, and again in 2005, imports of soybean, vegetable oil and cotton
began to increase rapidly, while imports of other agricultural products did not
increase so much then.

Nevertheless, after the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, importation of almost
all agricultural products began to show rapid increases.

Four factors can be considered as the reasons of this change. The first
factor is the sharp increased cost of the domestic agricultural production,
mainly caused by rapid increase of labor and land cost; The second factor
is the appreciation of RMB exchange rate; The third factor is the tariff rate
determined at the time of WTO accession can no longer provide a sufficient
border protection to many agricultural products; The last factor is that the
government'’s price support policy since 2008 did not only fail to enhance the
international competitiveness of domestic agricultural products, but may also
give them fully counter effects.
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1990 84.0 5.4 6.2 1.6 7.9 0.3 0.3] 17.6| 3.2 4.1 1.7 3.2 4.5| 27.9
1995 | 114.8 1.3 5.2 4.5 13.5 0.3 0.3| 34.0 3.2 2.7 10.0 0.5 3.5 35.7
2000 | 121.1| 16.9 4.2 1.1 12. 4 0.5 0.3] 33.5| 2.6/ 3.5| 3.0 3.1 3.3 36.7
2005 | 194.7| 15.0 7.0 2.6 19.3 0.8 0.7 74.1 5.0 4.8 5.4 0.1 2.8 57.0
2006 | 213.5| 11.4 5.7 3.6 20.2 0.9 0.8| 89.8| 5.6 5.5| 5.7 0.3 2.4 61.7
2007 | 267.9| 21.8 7.1 3.0 20.7 2.4 0.9] 113.6| 6.6 6.0| 6.4 0.4 3.8 75.2
2008 | 291.5 7.5 10.0 5.71 19.1 3.0 1.3| 124.5| 8.2| 6.8| 7.4 0.4 3.7 93.6
2009 | 282.1 7.1 7.4 3.1 19.2 0.6 1.21 123.1 9.0 7.0 8.8 0.2 2.6 92.8
2010 | 348.9 6.6 7.1 3.4 24.4 0.4 1.4| 161. 1| 12.4| 7.8| 10.2 0.1 3.7] 110. 3
2011 | 423.0 7.5 8.3 4.8| 29.4 0.8 1.7 192.7| 14.8] 9.7| 11.4 0.8| 4.0 137.1
2012 | 435.1 5.9 10.1 5.0 31.3 1.3 1.3 185.7| 14.6| 10.4| 12.6 0.4 4.0( 152.3
2013 | 464.9 6.6 9.6 5.1 30.4 0.6 1.8] 203.5| 16.8| 12.5| 13.2 0.2 4.2 160.4
2014 | 504.5 4.5 - 6.4| 38.4 - - 201.8( 15.4| 12.7| 12.8 0.3 -
2015 | 505.9 3.2 - 6.7 33.9 - - 215.8( 15.6| 13.8| 13.5 0.5 - -
BN

1990 55.5| 23.4 0.2 9.8 0.5 0.8 0.0 0.8 3.9/ 0.1 1.3 7.21 0.0 7.4
1995 | 116.1| 35.9 1.1} 25.9 1.0 0.6 0.0 1.8 9.4 0.0f 3.6| 14.9| 0.2| 21.8
2000 99.1 5.9 29.4 9.5 6.4 2.1 0.0 5.2 1.8] 0.0 2.0 1.4 0.1 35.1
2005 | 262.4| 14.0| 80.0( 33.5 5.9 4.6 0.0 13.5 4.5 0.1 3.8 32.5 0.1 70.0
2006 | 305. 4 8.3] 79.5| 39.1 6.9 5.6 0.0 17.0| 6.2 0.1 4.6 49.7| 0.1 88.3
2007 | 393.8 .21 120.5| 74.4| 15.3 7.4 0.0 20.1 4.9 0.1 5.4 35.8 0.1 104.7
2008 | 570.8 7.11228.8| 106.1| 23.1 8.6 0.0 21.5| 4.2 0.2| 7.9| 35.6| 0.0| 127.7
2009 | 495.9 .81 206.8| 77.3| 17.0| 10.3 0.0/ 31.1 4. 0.2 8.4 22.1 0.0] 109.0
2010 | 709.5| 15.1]265.4| 89.4| 22.3| 19.7 0.0 41.6| 10.4| 0.5| 7.9| 58.5| 0.1] 178.7
2011 | 950.7| 20.2|313.7| 115.4| 34.0| 26.2 0.0 55.1| 21.4 0.6 11.4]| 96.8 0.1 255.8
2012 |1103.8| 47.6|377.4| 131.5| 41.1] 32.1 0.0 69.2| 25.7| 0.7] 13.2] 120.0| 0.1 245.2
2013 [1153.9| 50.7(414.3] 108.7| 59.3| 51.9 0.0 74.2| 24.0| 0.8] 14.6| 87.2| 0.1] 268.0
2014 |1146.5| 61.0 - 91.2| 66.8 - - 85.0| 17.8 - 20.9| 49.9 - -
2015 [1093.7| 92.8 - 78.9| 73.5 - - 73.3| 23.6| - 18.6| 25.7| - -
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1990 156. 3 3.2 94.0 0.1 0.6 0.0 25.0 112.3 19.6 41.7
1995 96. 8 41.7 37.5 29.4 0.1 9.2 55.8 213.0 3.0 74.0
2000 80.4 | 1340.4 21.1 | 1041.9 0.1 296. 9 14.6 179.0 29.9 4.7
2005 110.1 | 2705.9 39.6 | 2659.0 0.0 29.6 25.9 621.0 0.8 257.0
2006 93.6 | 2933.4 37.9 | 2827.0 0.0 73.8 43.7 669. 0 1.6 364. 0
2007 99.4 | 3193.1 45.6 | 3081.7 0.1 83.3 21.6 838.0 2.5 246. 0
2008 95.4 | 3902.5 46.5 | 3743.6 0.0 130. 3 30. 6 816.0 2.4 211.0
2009 81.7 | 4636.0 34.7 | 4255.2 0.1 328.6 17.9 816.0 1.0 153.0
2010 60.2 | 5706. 2 16.4 | 5479.8 0.0 160. 0 17.8 687.0 0.7 284.0
2011 64.8 | 5465.1 20.8 | 5245.3 0.0 126. 2 20.5 657.0 2.8 336. 0
2012 76.3 | 6230.1 32.0 | 5838.3 0.0 293.0 18.8 845.0 2.3 513.0
2013 64.1 | 6786.7 20.9 | 6337.8 0.0 366. 3 21.0 810.0 0.8 415.0
2014 - - 21.0 | 7139.9 0.0 508.0 14.6 650. 0 1.4 243.9
2015 - - 13.0 | 8168.4 0.0 447.0 15. 1 676. 0 2.9 147.5
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¥k # | G N EbArHz L K T OfEBIR
it | WA | i | @A | Wl | @A | da | A | il | A
1990 412.2 | 1371.9 0.3 | 12562.7 340. 4 36.9 32.6 5.9 38.8 76. 4
1995 70.8 | 2033.2 1.6 | 1159.0 11.3 518.1 4.6 164.0 53.3 192.1
2000 1383.1 315.3 0.3 87.6 | 1046.6 0.3 293. 4 23.9 42.9 203.5
2005 1022. 0 627. 1 26.0 351.0 861. 1 0.4 65.7 51.4 69. 1 224.3
2006 615. 4 357.6 111.4 58.4 307.0 6.5 121.8 71.8 75.1 220.9
2007 1012.3 154. 3 233.7 8.3 491.7 3.5 130. 3 47.1 156. 6 95. 4
2008 185.1 150.7 12.6 3.2 25.3 4.9 94.7 29.3 52.6 113.3
2009 140. 4 313.0 0.8 89. 4 13.0 8.4 76. 2 33.3 50.3 182.0
2010 129.5 568. 6 0.0 121.9 12.7 157.2 59.9 36.3 56. 8 253.2
2011 126.7 542.6 4.0 124.9 13.6 175.3 48.9 57.5 60. 2 185.0
2012 106.2 | 1395.1 0.0 368.9 25.7 520.7 26.7 233.4 53.8 272.1
2013 104.7 | 1455.6 0.3 550. 7 7.8 326.5 45.1 223.6 51.6 354.9
2014 - 1952.0 0.1 290.7 2.0 249.3 41.9 257.6 - 1154. 4
2015 - 3270.0 0.1 300.0 1.1 458. 6 25.6 337.5 - 2173.9
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W LIS FA BA B e
W | WA | A i A W | WA | W | EWA

1990 | 27.31 7.03 9.91 0. 26(0. 3) 12.71 0.0(0.00[ 0.30 0.01 4.39 | 6.76
1995 | 45.92 | 27.35 2.12 0. 89(0.6) 15. 45 0.2(0.)| 0.14 0.16 | 28.21 | 26.07
2000 | 47.97 | 114.34 1.72 3.83(3.2) 5.38 | 23.7(10.1)| 0.42 1.78 | 40.45 | 85.01
2005 | 45.76 | 63.25 1.92 0.79(0.7) 25.09 | 20.0(16.9)| 3.00 4.14 | 15.75 | 38.34
2006 | 46.64 | 84.94 2.76 0.53(0.4) 26.95 | 21.9(19.5)| 3.34 3.68 | 13.60 | 58.85
2007 | 34.97 | 133.44 2.87 1. 08(0.7) 13.36 | 47.3(38.7)| 2.22 4.66 | 16.53 | 80.39
2008 | 28.80 | 180.91 2.33 0.71(0.3) 8.22 | 91.4(4.0)| 1.46 5.55 | 16.80 | 83.30
2009 | 28.47 | 136.15 1.38 1. 76(0. 3) 8.75 | 52.8(39.3)| 0.95 6.65 | 17.38 | 74.97
2010 | 35.23 | 153.41 2.26 3.28(0.9) 11.03 | 90.2(70.1) 5.70 | 20.59 | 54.20
2011 | 32.21 | 188.06 2.23 2.68(0.7) 8.08 | 135.0(88.2) 8.31 | 21.09 | 42.09
2012 | 27.82 | 207.42 1.26 7.05(0.9) 6.66 | 135.8(83.6) 12.39 | 19.40 | 52.17

e
U1 CO W
S = o1

2013 | 29.41 | 255.24 0.62 | 31.44(2.0) 8.16 | 139.5(81.2)| 0.32 | 25.87 | 20.31 | 58.42
2014 - | 242.53 - 3L.71(C-) 9.15 | 137.8( - ) - 28.72 | 17.09 | 44.25
2015 - | 267.11 - 49.49( -) 7.15 [ 155.5( - ) - 22.65 | 18.75 | 39.44
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BIANOFEEI B LA L7z FEBE, RSITRT L) IZ2009FE, LB I Vs, FiE L
INE — F—ADEARAKRE CHML.2011ELEIIEPOETIEH TV EZS5N LW
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1990 0.10 2. 67 0.00 1.25 0.01 0.50 0. 00 0.02 1.93 0. 18
1995 0.45 2.47 0.00 3. 42 0.01 0.12 0.01 0.19 2.53 0. 74
2000 1. 02 7.28 0.00 12. 28 0.02 0. 31 0.04 0. 20 2.94 1.49
2005 1.78 10. 69 0.00 18.75 0.01 1. 28 0.07 0.72 3.35 0. 38
2006 2. 06 13.49 0.00 18. 45 0.01 1. 28 0.05 0.99 3. 86 0. 38
2007 6. 20 9.82 0. 00 16. 66 0.59 1.40 0.05 1.32 4. 56 0.41
2008 6. 38 10. 10 0.00 21.13 0. 50 1. 36 0. 00 1.39 3.84 0.74
2009 0.97 24. 68 0.01 28.75 0. 20 2.84 0.01 1.70 2.00 1. 28
2010 0. 30 41. 40 0.03 26. 30 0. 30 2.34 0. 02 2.29 2. 27 1. 68
2011 0.93 44, 95 0. 03 34.18 0.34 3.57 0.03 2. 86 2.54 4.19
2012 0.97 57. 31 0.00 37.60 0. 26 4. 83 0.04 3.88 2.75 9.65
2013 0.33 85. 44 0. 06 43. 06 0.08 5.23 0.01 4.73 2. 60 18.78
2014 - 90. 01 - - - - - - - 29. 63
2015 - 76. 10 - - - - - - - 44. 61
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THEITLN %,

3.1 REGKBREFRREETA LRI DRE - BNRERE
(1) GDP O : ARTTEDHE TLEREREKXE S EESXK NILFHED GDP K&
761X, 19904 L E D GDP & 1 A47:1) GDP O L Z /R L TWb, FMETS L5
5 LIS, HEREFEIX 19804E M 12 &L 90 4E AL LIRS b 4EF 10% RifE D A ¥ — FCTHLE
LHBE 720 4512 19954E 7 5 2004 4E £ TO 104EMIZA K PV oBEEL — b %EL, 72
2005425 2014 4E £ TO 104FEMIZRIBEL — M 258285/ FuH»56.147C/ FVETEh
F L7728, FNVFERO GDP 134 H GDP L[il~<— 27, ZH X 1) O THR LT
T&E72. B 201245 L%, HEDFE GDP EFRIZHER O 10% Aithr 5 7% B2 L
725, FIVFERO GDP HEZIE 2013 4E £ T3 12% LU EL 201445123 9.1% & #EF L T 7,
FfEZR 2 213 1 A%720) GDP IS LTHE 2%, FHEO 1 AL721) GDP i3 19904
12346 NIV, 2000 4EFE 22 3 F 721,000 RV A CTd o> 7255, 20104£124,500 Fv, 2L T
201541213 8,000 Vi T TALF L TE, b, MRPITOEFHKTIZ. 1 A4
) GNI %1,046 ~ 4,125 RV O E AT AL T AFEL 4,126 ~ 12,754 KV O E A EAT TS E
WA EN LD, ZTOEFRICHE Z1E, HENX 2000 4E 7 I EPFTEE 2> & AL FT A EIC,
F 722010 4R O FACRETAFENCER S L2 &% 5,

x6 1990FNLIE. FED GDP KkERBEL — MDOEKAL

BT (o %) DRIAFOR s, 90 | TABED GOP | g

g [ BH | BA | FE | BB [ o | AR | R |
GDP_ | H4hsE | Hhnss | oDP T owE | owmw |

1990 | 18774 3925 1654 316 | 478,32
1995 | 61130 fg"g 1;.2 7320 %g'g 5074 608 | 835.10
2000 | 90776 | |03 ol s | 32| 702 955 | 827.84
2005 | 185896 : : 22693 : 14259 | 1741 | 819.17
2006 | 217657 | 17.1 | 1Z7 | 27303 | 20.3 | 16602 | 2083 | 797.18
2007 | 268019 | 23.1 | 14.2 | 35247 | 20.1 | 20337 | 2675 | 760.40
2008 | 316752 | 18.2 9.6 | 45608 | 29.4 | 23912 | 3443 | 694.51
2009 | 345629 | 9.1 9.2 | 50597 | 10.9 | 25963 | 3801 | 683.10
2010 | 408903 | 18.3 | 10.6 | 60404 | 19.4 | 30567 | 4515 | 676.95
2011 | 484123 | 18.4 9.5 | 74956 | 24.1 | 36018 | 5577 | 645.88
2012 | 534123 | 10.3 7.7 | sa614| 129 | 39544 | 6264 | 631.25
2013 | 588019 | 10,1 77 | oaoae | 12,2 | 43320 | 6995 | 619.32
2014 | 636139 | 8.2 7.3 | 103558 | 9.1 | 46620 | 7591 | 614.28
2015 | 680033 | 6.9 6.9 | 109183 | 5.4 | 49593 | 7962 | 622.84

T ER#ER [WEREHES] 2015 SEE FJS HP (http:/data.stats.gov.cn/easyquery.htm?cn=C01)
DT =FIZEY | FEHEHIER
i EEATH ORI O ERINETH B

(2) EXBEDR  RIHEREFRMFTEDRD TRE SRVIRDIERFRFTEDLE
S 7% GDP - T EOEFME D KE L L72. 19954005 2014 £ TDHy
204E RIS, HEIO R GDP OEIG1319.7% 7205 9.2% 12, EERHES O HE1352.2% 2
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529.5% IZ T3 o7z (7)o 7272, MHEDOZALREZLT LS BN b DOTIERro7z,
B 21E. 1995 ~ 2005 4 [ 12 22 GDP O #4132 19.7% 7 5 11.7% ~ & 8K 1 » b, 60% §3
TA o 7205 BEMER HLFIE52.2% 5 46.9% 1253 K14 >~ b 10% L2MET LZah o7z,
ZIUTHAT, 2005 ~ 2014 F I REMFEHFIZ 174K 4 2 1 .37% TS0 72DI2xf

LT, B¥EGDP OEIGIZ1ISKA ¥ M 12.8% LA Laro720 2F ), AilIICIZE
¥EGDPEHENIKRELCFA L. BEREZORFRZIHE ) THL Lhorzhs, BN - TR
SEM & e o7z,

FRLO 3 GDP 3 & EEMES ERIT O EEOZLOBTHRIZIE, BEBES—E
DEMIZET S L, BEGDPEAHOELLHM/INFHLL 2L, B> THD
B - B E 0 BAEENI T A MBI ATEICHEAZZ L R EOER L H o 7205, i
KOBFEREANOE IO KIERAET & 20Ut BRSBTS oZcdh s L Bbh s,
SOF N, HES19T0FERD2S [— AT ] BOEZ Lo ADEHIERZ ) #xif T& 720 T, £
OREFAE T, B MIEE &P E RO N HA R & HARBIINEIZ 1990 FE R 5T L
Bl 72/ R, R HIS T o A N & FrBl s AOEb 4F 4 Jf> T %, LA L 20054
EE Tl BRI AR BN AL % EH - TW o7z, BRSE ) o Bl
HCTHEROFBALNIINEZ 555, BEBRITADEHE VST, LoT. BERyEOL
HLHF VD o7z ZAUIK LT, 2005 FEED 5 13 A OFHEE S N8 2y Hzm A
Ha TEA &%), FREE LT, B2 OHTT~O M X5 HE s o Bk A
Oo¥WMHA L) A ML — MIEEREANDOWDIZOBRNEDL LI H 272D TH 5,

RT7T RERRICHOERBE. HAOLERKEDK(L

tEw 3 GDP | padenidet | #TH AN AL AR S KYE Go/4) S T
(%) | (%) | R (%) S J=ZNEES jee e & Go/A)
199 19.7 52.2 | 20.04 | 5348 3522 5785 -
2000 14.7 5.0 | 36.22 | 9333 8; z; 5184 Ez 2; 8735 Eif”n 18.70 o
2005 1.7 46.9 | 42.99 | 18200 1% go07 14112 10V | 9584 ©
2006 10.7 12.6 | 44.34 | 20856 (4.6) | 9296 (13.3) | 16164 (14.5) | 30.26 (7.1
2007 10. 4 40.8 | 45.89 | 24721 (18.5) | 10847 (16.7) | 18482 (14.3) | 35.59 (16.6)
2008 10.3 39.6 | 46.99 | 28898 (16.9) | 12560 (15.8) | 21223 (14.8) | 46.34 (20.2)
2009 9.9 38.1 | 48.34 | 32044 (11.6) | 14356 (14.3) | 24161 (13.8) | 53.69 (15.8)
2010 9.6 36.7 | 49.95 | 36539 (13.3) | 16717 (16.4) | 27520 (13.9) | 60.67 (13.0)
2011 9.5 34.8 | 5127 | 41799 (14.4) | 19469 (16.5) | 32103 (16.6) | 78.58 (20.5)
2012 9.5 33.6 | 52.57 | 46769 (11.9) | 22687 (16.5) | 36483 (13.6) | 92.57 (17.8)
2013 9.4 3.4 | 53.73 | 51483 (10.1) | 25820 (13.8) | 42072 (15.3) | 99.05 (7.0)
2014 9.2 20.5 | 5477 | 56360 9.5 | 28356 (9.8) | 45804 (8.9) |107.49 (8.5)

T ER AR [ ESCRHESE] 2015 4RI E 7 (4 B d AR IR B AHC R SRR S 1E R
EiL () PO, METER MR, W OTFHERINIRTDH 5,
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DOE, BUIZOZELIZER L7zve Ziud, 2 F ) 2008 4ELIRT. A R & 57 & i
LBIROGE B L BEEOE S FARIIEEE T RE TRl Twzas, FE
Be, MEDOBRIIESIZ R >722 L TH D,

COWEHLR D | BIRC AR OMT & BT AOBOBAI L 28, 5F 1,
2008 4EFI RIS E &R OFHE N TIGOTINT Y ANKEL Eb o7z 2 L OEEZLED
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7% 5, 2008 ELART, BRI L BSOS FARISEEFY Y K& TR 720
(& RS S BETERY - BTER 2 R X OGS (. B ESE O S BTG AV HAG
BREIRFEICH 255 ThH Y F 722009 45 DU AT His T OB N N L. 2oL 6
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D EREEREEE L ECOEEKEPSTFHL LI LR LGOI LR TE L0 5TH S,

LIRS FZ BT, BAHIBOZ@EHHICE RIZTLTWwb, BIFRAKRD ZEYE
BN D o - T EREWAEORRGEDO T - o2 0—iix & A2 L TE
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o AR & B L D KD 5 7245, 2006 4F, 2007 SE T TR O EREE I AHIC, £
L C20084ELARE XA e DL EIC K & C B LI 72 Z DGR, 2005 45 2014 4
T CTO10ERI B EERMSEO 1 H2720 5 8I1225.87TH 5. 107.570F T4 LIS
b EA o7z, b, FEHNIETE®RT &40 LA, @EETH3 0GBk
ME3 S5, BEHEI2/TH - 72,

32 RELLDODOHZREVOEEE LR EEFRHRNETOME

LREOBFREOZAL, FHICARTTEOMEE L BE4KED AT, MREEYOERE TR
MIZEL, DWTIIEREYOEBSES IICEZE L RIZTIDEBbIL S,



AR IR AR

(1) &, THERAOESE TR LR LRDEREVDEESER

FRTIE K ANZE LI LA L KEMEEIRA, R OOREM L BEEWZEAT,
1995 4E DU ) WA THIFE - BEHELU 72 D EEEBR OB/ Z R L TWd, TNUCL DL, KDODE
HHEY L B AERIT A L T 225 B3I 2B L CL 2007 4F £ TIEHLEBY#E R AT
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