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Transnational Higher Education in China:

Cross-border Collaboration in University Management
And the Concept of Branch Campus

SUGIMOTO Hitoshi, ZHANG Jieli

According to UNESCO/Council of Europe, transnational education is defined as ‘programs in
which learners are located in a country other than the one in which the awarding institution is based.
Growing numbers of students are now following the courses for degrees or qualifications of Western
universities without staying in the main campus but staying in the foreign branch campus or offshore
college affiliated to that University. This system benefits both host countries and providers in terms of
accelerated development of infrastructure and generation of additional incomes but has faced the
problem of quality assurance.

A Similar phenomenon to the transnational education in China is called cross-border
collaboration in university management. Since foreign branch campuses are not allowed in China,
foreign university and Chinese university will instead collaborate in establishing a joint university in
China under the equal partnership. This article explores the background, aims, methods, effects and
challenges of Chinese system of cross-border collaboration from a comparative perspective focusing on

two joint universities, Nimpo Nottingham and Xian Liverpool.
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Keywords: study abroad, transnational higher education, cross-border collaboration in university
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