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Memory Studies in Postwar Japan and Japanese Historians: the Meiji
Centennial Event (1968)

TOPACOGLU HASAN

This study was performed to analyze the characteristics of memory studies in postwar Japan and discuss
the awareness of this issue among Japanese Historians. We first introduce early studies about memory and
then discuss the relationship between memory studies and media events in Japan, using the Meiji
Centennial event as an example. We argue that memory studies in postwar Japan have been mostly about
World War II and the bad experiences Japan faced after losing the war. However, this study suggests that
Japan has more to offer to the field of memory studies than simply bad memories of a war, but this has
not yet been studied in sufficient depth. We also stress that the memory of a specific event, in this case
the Meiji Centennial, can show different characteristics depending on social class, gender, region, etc.
Moreover, we suggest that Japanese Historians were already conscious about such memory differences in
the 1960s and they pointed it out through the Meiji Centennial event, not quiet explicitly but implicitly.
Finally, we suggest that it is possible to explore Postwar Japan’s various memories by examining its large-

scale national events.
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