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Curriculum Development of Hojo Primary School for the Post War
Decade: How the Units of Study Changed

NAKANISHI Shuichiro

The curriculum of Hojo Primary School for the post-war decade is called Hojo Plan and is known as a
child-centered, community-centered curriculum. Earlier studies examined how the curriculum structure
of the Plan was transformed and highlighted three periods of its development: realization, completion,
and expansion. Here, we focus on what units of study were conducted in the school. In this research, we
review three units: “The Present and Past of Tateyama City” in the realization period, “The Blessings of
Nature” in the completion period, and “The Present and Past of Tateyama City” in the expansion period.
Can children learn more subjectively through structuralizing units? The results indicated that curriculum

development does not necessarily make children more purposeful.
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