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Summary
Yunnan and Horses

Satoshi Hirata

Wildlife Research Center, Kyoto University

I visited Yunnan, China for the first time in my life. The area I visited was Meili Xueshan. The travel
was mostly done by riding horses, with the help of local people. A unique feature of our visitors’ riding
horses was that we had to draw lottery to decide a horse that we will ride on. It appears that this system is
to prevent human decision to take place in horse selection but to leave it to chance as a risk management
strategy. The area I visited can be characterized by Tibetan culture, and the road called “tea road” extends
from Yunnan, China to Tibet for exchanges of tea leaves in Yunnan and horses in Tibet. The humans and
horses have long history in this area, as well as many other places in the world. Due to domestication,
the most conspicuous feature of these horses are their tameness. There is a phenomenon called
domestication syndrome, and close look at domestication would lead to a hypothesis that tameness caused
by domestication and facilitation of social intelligence are closely tied with each other. The horse riding

experience in Yunnan make clear that this hypothesis may at work in domestication of horses.



