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Research Notes

The Study of Assessment of Information Literacy Instruction

in Academic Libraries in Japan: Based on Types of Learning Assessment

Ken lio

(Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University)

The purpose of this paper is to suggest assessment for information literacy instruction provided by academic
libraries in Japan. In order to fulfill this aim, firstly, we reviewed existing studies of the assessment of information
literacy, mainly conducted in academic libraries in other countries. Using “Types of Learning Assessment”
(Matsushita, 2012, 2016) as a basis for classification, we organized existing studies into four types of assessment.
We then reviewed representative studies of assessment in each type, and summarized the advantages and
drawbacks of each assessment type used in the field of information literacy. Secondly, from these summaries, we
were ascertain three problem areas in the assessment of information literacy: (1) the assessment of information
literacy in the context of problem-solving, (2) the feasibility of assessment in information literacy instruction and (3)
the validity of assessment tools. Thirdly, based on these problem areas, we also discussed gaps in the provision of
information literacy instruction assessment in academic libraries in Japan. Ultimately, two conclusions are drawn
from the discussion : the we need to cultivate the development and practice of various types of assessment, and the

need to develop the assessment abilities of the academic librarians who teach and assess information literacy.

Keywords: Academic Library, Information Literacy, Assessment, Review, Types of Learning Assessment



