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An Entrance Examination That Utilizes Performance Assessment

to Support the Articulation between High School and University:

A Study of a Unique Entrance Examination

Designed by the Faculty of Education, Kyoto University

Takashi Kusumi', Hirotaka Nanbu', Kanae Nishioka', Tsuyoshi Yamada®, Yugo Saito’

(‘Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University, “Center for the Promotion of Excellence in Higher Education, Kyoto University,

*Center for the Promotion of Higher Education, Yamaguchi University)

From 2016 onwards Kyoto University have utilized a unique entrance examination—a type of admission

office (AO) entrance examination—in order to facilitate the “articulation between high school and university.”

The introduction of this new entrance examination was prompted by university entrance examination reforms

introduced by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). The Faculty of

Education at Kyoto University designed its own entrance examination, its distinctive characteristic being the use

of performance assessment. Specifically, it uses a selection method that combines the four following elements:

a “learning outcome report” and attached portfolio; a “learning design report” outlining the student’s plans and

prospects regarding their future studies and career; an oral examination; and performance tasks, based on several

documents provided, to measure reading, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities.

This study confirms that this unique entrance examination used in 2016 at the Faculty of Education has a

significant impact on facilitating the articulation between high school and university. The examination successfully

targets and assesses different learning outcomes of high school education from those who were assessed in the

previous general entrance examinations. Particular strengths of the unique examination included the assessment of

broad learning outcomes, by evaluating portfolios, and the development of unique performance tasks. The positive

effects of these changes were also revealed in interviews with successful candidates, and in a follow-up survey

conducted during the first-year course “Introduction to Educational Studies 1.”

Keywords: articulation between high school and university, university entrance examination, admission office

entrance examination, performance assessment, portfolio



