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Chaos and indecomposability of continua
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1 Introduction

This is a joint work with U. Darji. We use recent developments in local entropy theory
to prove that positive topological entropy implies the existence of chaos in dynamical
systems and complicated structures in the underlying spaces. In 1994, Barge and Diamond
proved that if G is a finite graph and f : G — G is any map with positive topological
entropy, then the inverse limit space QI_n(X , f) contains an indecomposable continuum. In
2011, Mouron proved that if X is a chainable continuum which admits a homeomorphism
f with positive topological entropy, then X contains an indecomposable subcontinuum.

In this article, we generalize the results of Barge, Diamond and Mouron. We show
that if X is a G-like continuum for some finite graph G and f : X — X is a any
homeomorphism with positive topological entropy, then X contains an indecomposable
continuum. Moreover we obtain that if X is a G-like continuum for some finite tree
G and f : X — X is a any monotone map with positive topological entropy, then X
contains an indecomposable continuum. This answers some questions raised by Mouron
and generalizes the theorem of Barge and Diamond.

Also, Barge and Diamond in 1994 showed that for piecewise monotone surjections of
graphs, the conditions of having positive entropy, containing a horse shoe and the inverse
limit space containing an indecomposable subcontinuum are all equivalent. However,
one cannot hope to generalize their result to arbitrary maps. A classical example of
Henderson shows that there is a map of the interval with no chaotic behavior, in particular
with topological entropy zero, whose inverse limit space is the pseudo-arc (= chainable
hereditarily indecomposable continuum). Hence the best one can hope for is to obtain
results where positive entropy implies indecomposability in the corresponding inverse limit
space. On the other hand, it is known that there is a homeomorphism f of the Cantor
fan (which is hereditarily decomposable) such that the homeomorphism f has positive
topological entropy.

2 Main Theorems

We have the following main theorems.

Theorem 2.1. Let G be a finite graph, X be a G-like continuum and h : X — X a
homeomorphism with positive entropy. Then X contains an indecomposable continuum.

Corollary 2.2. Let G be a finite graph, X be a G-like continuum and f : X — X any
map with positive entropy. Then E_H_I(X, f) contains an indecomposable continuum.
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Moreover, we obtain

Corollary 2.3. Let G be a finite tree, X be a G-like continuum and f : X = X a
monotone map with positive entropy. Then X contains an indecomposable continuum.

For the case of uniform positive entropy, we have the following.

Theorem 2.4. Let G be a finite grdph, X be a G-like continuum and f : X —» X a
homeomorphism with uniform positive entropy. Then X is itself indecomposable.

3 Definitions and notations

A continuum is a compacted connected metric space. We say that a continuum is
nondegenerate if it has more than one point. A continuum is indecomposable if it has
more than one point and is not the union of two proper subcontinua. Let G be a compact
metric space. A continuous mapping g from X onto G is an e-mapping if for every r € X,
the diameter of g~*(z) is.less than €. A continuum X is G-like if for every € > 0 there is
an e-mapping from X onto G. Our focus in this article is on G-like continua where G is
a finite graph.

If f: X — X is a map, then we use @(X , f) to denote the inverse limit of X with f
as the bonding maps, i.e.,

m(X, f) = {(z:) € XV : f(=in1) =z}
Define the shift map f : fm(X, f) —: lim(X, f) by
f(z1, 22,23, .....) = (f(z1), f(z2), f(z3),...) = (f(Z1), T1, Ty 5 - erer)
Let X be a compact metric space and U,V be two covers of X. Then,
Uvv={Unv:Uel,V eV}

The quantity N(U) denote minimal cardinality of subcover of U. Let f : X — X be
continuous and U be an open cover of X. Then,

[NUV fE) V...V )]

hopU, f) = nlingo

The topological entropy of f, denoted by hiop(f), is simply the supremum of Ao, (f,U)
over all open covers U of X.

Let X be a compact metric space and f : X — X be a map. Let A be a collection of
subsets of X. We say that A has an independence set with positive density (for brevity,
A has i.s.p.d.) if there exists a set I C N with positive density such that for all finite set
J C I, we have that

Nieaf(¥;) # 0

for all Y; € A.
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We now recall the definition of IE-tuple. Let (1, ..., Z,) be a sequence of points in X.

We say that (zy,...,2,) is a IE-tuple if whenever A,,..., A, are open sets containing
Ti,...,%Zn, Tespectively, the collection A = {Ay,...,An} has an independence set with
positive density. In case that n = 2, we use the term IE-pair. We use /Ej to denote
the set of all IE-tuples of length k. We will use the following facts from the local entropy
theory.

Theorem 3.1 (D. Kerr and H. Li). Let X be a compact metric space and f : X — X be
a map.

1. Let (Ay,...,Ax) be a tuple of closed subsets of X which has an independent set of
positive density. Then, there is and IE-tuple (21, ..., o) withz; € A; for1 <i < k.

2. hiop(f) > 0 if and only if there is an IE-pair (z1, T2) with 21 # 2.
3. IE; is closed and f x ... x f invariant subset of X*.

4. If (Ay,..., A) has i.s.p.d. and, for 1 <i <k, A; is a finite collection of sets such
that A; = UA;, then there is A, € A; such that (4}, ..., A,) has i.s.p.d.

Blanchard introduced the notion of uniform positive entropy (u.p.e). Amap h: X —
X has u.p.e. if and only if every tuple of X? is an IE-tuple for f.

Let X be a continuum which is G-like for some graph G, f : X — X, U,V two subsets
of X and G an open cover of X. Let [ > 1 be odd. We say that a chain {C},..., Cn} C6G
is a l-zigzag from U to V if there exists 1 = k; < k2 < ... k141 = n such that

e for all ¢ odd, Gy, NU # 0,
e for all i even, Cy, NV # 0, and
¢ {C.,NU:1<i<I+1,i0dd}U{C,,NV :1<i<141,ieven} has anis.p.d.

A pair (z,y) is a Z-pair for f if for every open sets U,V contains z,y and for every
> 0 and for all odd ! € N, we have that there is an -cover G of X whose nerve is G and
a free chain {Cy,...,C,} C G, with z € Cy,y € C,, which is a l-zigzag from U to V.
(We drop the phrase “for f” and say simply Z-pair when the mapping is clear from the
context.) We use Z(X) to denote the set of Z-pairs subset of X.

4 Lemmas and Propositions

To prove the main results, we need the following results:

Proposition 4.1. Let I C N be a set with positive density and n € N. Then, there is a
finite set F C I with |F| =n and a positive density set B such that F + B C I.
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Proposition 4.2. Let X be a compact metric space and f : X — X. Let A be a collection
which has an i.s.p.d. and n € N. Then, there is a finite set F with |F| = n such that

Ar = {Nierf'(Y3) : Y; € A}
has an i.s.p.d.

In the following proposition, if o € {0,1}", we write o = (a(1),0(2), ...0(n)), where
o(i) € {0,1}.

Proposition 4.3. Let I,n >.1, and 0y, ...,0(mi2)ns1y-1 e distinct elements of {0,1}".
Then, there arei, 1 < ki < ky < k3 < ... < ky < (n+2)(n+ 1)1 such that ox,(i) =0
for j odd and o,;(i) = 1 for j even.

Lemma 4.4. Let X be a continuum, f : X — X be a homeomorphism, A = {A, A;}
be subsets of X, F C N with |F| = n. Furthermore, assume that C is a chain consisting
of open subsets of X such that each element of C intersects at most one element of Ap
and that there is a subcollection C' of C of cardinality at least (n +2)(n + 1) such that
{LN(UAF) : L € C'} has an i.s.p.d. Then, there is a subchain D of C and an i € F such
that fi(D) is a (2! — 1)-zigzag chain from Ay to A;.

Lemma 4.5. Let X be a continuum which is G-like for some graph G, f : X — X a
homeomorphism, ¢ > 0 andl > 1 odd. If (Ao, A;) is a disjoint pair of closed sets which
has an i.s.p.d., then there is a e-cover H of X whose nerve is G and a free chain € CH
such that € is an l-zigzag from Ay to A;.

Lemma 4.6. Let X be a continuum which is G-like for some graph G, f : X — X a
homeomorphism, and (A, A1) a disjoint pair of closed sets which has an i.s. P d. Then,
there is x € Ag and y € A, such that (z,y) is a Z-pair.

Corollary 4.7. Let X be a continuum which is G-like for some graphG and f : X = X a
homeomorphism, with positive entropy. Then, arbitrarily close to every (z,y) € IEy(X) —
Do(X), there is a Z-pair.

Theorem 4.8. Let X be a G-like continuum for a tree G, and f : X — X a home-
omorphism with a Z-pair (a,b). Then, every irreducible continuum between a and b is
indecomposable. In particular, X contains an indecomposable continuum containing a
and b.

Corollary 4.9. Let G be a tree and X a G-like continuum. If f : X — X is a monotone
map of X with positive entropy, then X contains an indecomposable continuum.

Let G and H be collections of subsets of X. By G[H] we mean the collection {g € G :
dh € H with h C g}. Let X be a continuum and {G,} be a sequence of covers of X. We
say that {G,} is a defining sequence of X provided that the following conditions hold:

e G, is a refinement of G,,, i.e., for each g € G, 4, there is ¢ € G, such that g C ¢/,
and

o lim,, mesh(G,) = 0.
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Lemma 4.10. Let X be a continuum and {G,.} be a defining sequence of X. Furthermore,
assume that for each n, there exists a free chain C, C G, and digjoint subchains of D,
and &, and such that Co[Dpy1] = Cul€nti] = Cn. Then X contains an indecomposable
continuum.

We consider the following condition (*): Let G be a finite graph, X be G-like, h :
X — X be a homeomorphism and U,V two disjoint nonempty opens subsets of X.
Furthermore, assume that G is an open cover of X, G’ = {g1,92,...,9n} & free chain of G
and 1 <a; < by <az<by...<ag<bg <n are such that

g, CUforalll <i<6,
ogb‘CVfora.lllgﬁ,and ;
® {ga;, gp; : 1 < i < 6} has an independent set of positive density.

Lemma 4.11. If the above condition (*) is satisfied, then there exits an open cover H
which is a refinement of G, a free chain H' = {h1,hay...;hmt of Hand 1 < c < dy <
cp <dy...<cg <dg <m such that

1. he, CU forall1 <i <6,
2. Ed,. CV foralll <6,
3. {he; hg, : 1 < i < 6} has an independent set of positive density, and
4. for one of C = {gaz,---1 965} 07 C = {Gas,-- -+ 95} the following holds.
ClA] =G,
for all 1 < i < 6, where A; is the subchain {hc,, ..., ha,} of H'.

Lemma 4.12. Let G be a finite graph, X be G-like and h : X — X be a homeomorphism.
Suppose that (x,y) is an [E-pair of distinct points and U,V are open sets containing .y,
respectively. Then, X contains an indecomposable continuum which intersects U and V.

By use of the above results, we can prove the main results.
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