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A) Comparative Wildlife Biology, Conservation, and the Evolution of Social Systems 
Fred Bercovitch 

A five-week trip was taken to southern Africa for three purposes:  (a) continuation of an earlier trip to review field sites for giraffe 
conservation science research in South Africa, as well as to prepare manuscripts for publications and grants for submission with my 
collaborators, (b) attending two meetings in South Africa related to giraffe conservation.  The first was a meeting of the IUCN 
Giraffe and Okapi Specialist Group where we exchanged information about the declining numbers of giraffes in Africa and came up 
with a plan to petition the IUCN to change the Red List status from "Least Concern" to "Vulnerable".  The second meeting was the 
biennial meeting of the giraffe community in the form of an "Indaba" that brings together field workers and zoo staff to discuss issues 
related to giraffe conservation, as well as husbandry, and (c) traveling to Zambia for purposes of continuing my long-term 
collaboration that involves conducting research, analyzing data, and writing manuscripts on the behavior, ecology, and conservation 
of Thornicroft’s giraffe living in the South Luangwa National Park. 

B)  
 

, 

 

C)  
 

 

D) Complexity, Behavioral Organization and Ecological Constraints 
Andrew MacIntosh 

This research investigates the organization of animal behavior in relation to ecological constraints across two scales: (1) using 
sequences of individual behavior and (2) using networks of interacting individuals and species. First, sequences of individual 
behavior (e.g. from primates and penguins) are analyzed to determine natural optimal complexity ranges and what impacts ecological 
(and other) stressors can have on their fractal structure. This work is in collaboration with the University of Strasbourg, the French 
Polar Institute (IPEV) and the University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Brno, Czech Republic. Second, networks of 
interacting individuals (Japanese macaques at Koshima, Miyazaki) and species (sympatric primates in Sabah, Malaysia) are 
examined to determine the role of networks in parasite transmission dynamics (supported by a 3-year JSPS grant-in-aid for young 
scientists (B) as of April 2012). Work in Sabah is in collaboration with the Sabah Wildlife Department, Cardiff University and the 
Danau Girang Field Center, the Universiti Malysia Sabah and the Kinabatangan Orang-utan Conservation Programme HUTAN. 

E)  
Mike Seres 
-While working on the transfer of 1.1. Bonobos from the Cincinnati Zoo, I gave an invited presentation, titled “40 Years in ‘Pan 
Collage’ – Learning from Chimpanzee Professors in Captive Settings”  to the zoo staff. 
-Delivered two Bonobos, along with a Cincinnati Zoo Bonobo Keeper to Japan (Higashiyama Zoo Quarantine Facility) from the 
Cincinnati Zoo in Ohio State, USA, escorting them on a cargo plane. 
-At KS I have been regularly assisting Drs. S. Yamamoto & F. Kano with their research on Bonobos: touch-panel tests, eye-tracking 
tests, food-sharing tests, juice-dipping tests, (involving Chimpanzees) respectively. 
-As a Chimpanzee EEP Introduction Advisor I have been very active and busy helping EAZA with all their Chimpanzee introductions, 
integrations of male and female as well as juvenile individuals, a volunteer work. Due to the conservation effort of the West African 
Chimpanzee (Pan t. verus) in captivity, many European Zoos relocate and re-socialize their P.t.v. population that involves a large 
number of Chimpanzees and Zoos that require expert advice in introduction procedures and management.  
I actively continue giving advice for free, as one of the appointed EEP Introduction Advisor besides my daily duties at the Kumamoto 
Sanctuary. 

F) Cultural Transmission and Cultural Variation in Japanese macaques. 
Claire Watson  
This financial year, I completed data collection for the experimental investigation of cultural transmission of arbitrary object-related 
action-sequences using the group diffusion paradigm. Controlled experimental manipulation of captive groups allows unambiguous 
demonstration that behaviour patterns can be transmitted socially in a particular species, and is therefore fundamental to verifying the 
existence of cultures in wild populations.  Research was carried out at the Research Resource Station of Kyoto University Primate 
Research Institute. In autumn, I carried out an international exchange with the Lester E Fisher Center, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago. In 
the latter half of the year, I began a project on cultural variation in Japanese macaques across Japan (supported by a 2-year JSPS 
grant-in-aid for research activity start-up awarded in October 2015). The initial step is a thorough survey of existing literature on 
potential behavioural traditions in this species. I will visit the long-term field sites in Japan, beginning this year with Jigokudani, 
Awajishima, Shodoshima, Takasakiyama and Arashiyama. 
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