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Wil de Jong

e (DProfessor Wil de Jong,
professor Ben Cashore from
Yale University and professor
Jinlong Liu from Renmin
University discussing Chinese
forest policies during a field
visit. (Photo Shi Weiping)

@A cheerful moment with
forestry officials in Kuningan,
Indonesia. (Photo Wil de Jong)
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I came to Japan in 2004 to join the Japan Center for
Area Studies at the National Museum in Osaka, and
made the transfer to CIAS and Kyoto University in
2006. When CIAS completed its 10 years existence,
I had been in Japan for 12 years.

During my 10 years at CIAS, I have had the great
privilege to engage with many scholars from
Asia, Europe and the Americas. There is a list of
prominent projects that deserve mentioning. One
project that largely focused on Asia is a collaboration
between CIAS, Renmin University and Seoul
National University, to explore forest transition
with collaborators from nine Asia countries,
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia,
Philippines, South Korea and Vietnam. This project
put a regional spot on especially forest recovery
trends in major countries like China and India, and
put this in the perspective of the wider Asian trends
of deforestation, but also every time more common
reforestation. A second project that included mostly
collaborators from Europe focused on analysing
cases of forest policy design and implementation,
with the purpose of exploring the linkages of forest
policy research and its potential to contribute to the
field of policy theory. The project concluded that
forest policy is a specialized field with its unique
conceptual and theoretical understanding on policy,
but with a neglected potential to also contribute to
broader policy theoretical discussions.

A third
role of forests in climate change mitigation.
This collaboration had a truly global focus as it
included contributions from four continents, Asia,
Europe and North and South America. The project
especially explored the intersection between forest

international project addressed the

policies and climate change policies. While the
two are crucially relevant for each other, because
of the recognized importance of forests in climate
change mitigation and adaptation, this is as yet
little reflected in the two policy domains. A fourth
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Smallholders from the Peruvian Amazon taking their produce to
a regional market

international cooperation project focussed on the
tropical Americas only, although contributing
collaborators came from South America, North
America, Europe and Asia. The project highlighted
smallholders farmers who make a living in rural
areas of the American tropics, and on the role
that forests play in their daily subsistence. The
overarching insights from this project is that the
ways how smallholder farmers make a living,
and how they use natural resources, hold a great
potential to pursue sustainable development
pathways for the American tropics, which are much
better alternatives than the agro-industrial options
that the majority of governments of tropical forest
countries still advocate.

A last long lasting collaboration in which I could
represent CIAS is with IUFRO’s project World
Forest Society and the Environment. The project
produces every five years a state of the art overview
and innovative contributions on a most topical issue
on global forestry and forest governance. In 2014,
WEFSE produce a volume, Forests under pressure:
Local responses to global issues, and at present the
project is pursuing a new exploration on Shifting
global development discourses: Implications for
forests and livelihoods, which is to be completed
in 2017. CIAS was and is a main and leading
contributor to WFSE, and the achievement under this
project. The CIAS and WFSE collaboration, and the
other projects summarized above, have contributed
significantly to increasing the international profile
of the center.
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CIAS’ contribution to international
forest policy research

CIAS scientists and an important network of
collaborators located in all corners of the world
have over the last decade been able to contribute
significantly to expanding the academic exploration
and understanding of international forest policy.
International forest policy, which constitutes one
element of global forest governance, is an academic
field that looks at how global processes influence
forest policy and administration of nation states,
but also how multiple actors, all the way from
multinational corporations to local smallholders
and households adjust their interactions with forests



Global forest governance also affects nowadays how inhabitants
of asmall village in the Peruvian Amazon use their forests

as a result of the same global processes.

Some of the keystone achievements to which
CIAS scientists have contributed significantly are,
for instance a global review of the role of tropical
forests in violent, mostly armed conflicts. This
collaboration led to the publication of an edited
volume: Tropical forests and extreme conflict,
published by Springer in 2007. A second keystone
has been a collaboration with mostly collaborators
from European universities that explored the
theoretical underpinning of international forest
policy, resulting in a special issue of the Journal
Forest Policy and Economics (Vol. 16, 2012).

A third keystone achievement has been a global
collaboration with academics to assess the
intersection between the emerging global climate
change regime and international forest policies. The
key mechanisms of this intersection are reducing
emission from deforestation and efforts to enhance
atmospheric carbon capturing through reforestation
and forest restoration. The collaboration on this
topic resulted in important new insights on how
international efforts to reduce the effects of climate
change will have possible effects on forests and
forest dependent people, but also how forests can
contribute to both climate change mitigation, and
adaptation. The collaboration on this theme resulted
in a special issue of the Journal Environmental
Science and Policy (Vol. 35, 2014).

A final significant area of inquiry that CIAS
scientists and international collaborators have
worked on through multiple international networks
is the importance of forests in rural livelihoods
and the potential that local reliance on forests and

local forest management capacities have on making

progress with improving local livelihoods and
contributing to sustainable use of forests and thus to
environmental conservation. Key collaborators have
been research organizations in tropical countries,
universities in Asia, Europe and the USA, and
international organizations like the International
Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO)
and The Center for International Forestry Research
(CIFOR). One key outputs of which CIAS
scientists were key contributors is a special issue on
smallholder forestry in the Amazon region, in the
Journal International Forestry Review, (17 [Supp.

1],2015). (Wil de Jong)
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