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BIRTH, MATERNAL CARE AND INFANT NEGLECT IN CHIMPANZEES

GEN'ICHI IDANI
(Wildlife Rescarch Center of Kyoto University)

Abstract : Chimpanzee is the most closely-related species to human. Previous researches on chimpanzees
focused on finding the similarities to human. Rather, it currently becomes difficult to find some differences
between the two due to lots of achievement created by morphology, ecology. ethology, sociology, cognitive
science, etc. The recent genomic studics revealed that the base sequences of amino-acid making up DNA had at
least 1.23% of differences between the two. Chimpanzees, in other words, are just like a mirror which we are
reflected in. The deep understanding of them, therefore, will eventually result in unlocking human real nature.
We surely can obtain new findings from comparison of the proeesses from birth to maternal care between
chimpanzee and human as well as detailed analysis of similarities and differences in them. Those comparison
and analysis, meanwhile, will definitely produce important and suggestive results regarding psychological and
social effects of materntal care on individual course of development also.

Key words : chimpanzee, birth, maternal care, neglect
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