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The Metamorphoses of Hunting-dogs:
Trans-species Engagements of Hunters and Hunting-dogs in Shiiba, Miyazaki

Oribe GOHARA

Keywords: hunting-dogs, hunting, trans-species relations, villages and mountains, boundary crossing

movements

The purpose of this paper is to examine the natures of trans-species engagements between
hunters and hunting-dogs that have been observed in the two distinctive domains of a village and
a mountain in Shiiba, Miyazaki. It also investigates how the conception of the subject has been
co-constitutively made by the entanglements of those species in these domains. This study aims to
contribute to expanding the existing knowledge of two different areas of studies; folklore studies
focusing on hunting culture and hunting-dogs in the Kyushu area, and those studies focusing on
human-dog entanglements from the perspectives of multispecies ethnographies.

The folklore studies mentioned above have pointed out that dogs play the most important
roles during hunting. However, it could be argued that those studies only focus on the roles of dogs
within the context of hunting. Thus, a further investigation is needed to learn about the natures of
relationships that hunters and dogs have in everyday lives in a village domain.

Recent multispecies ethnographies focusing on the relations between humans and dogs have
introduced the concept of ‘contact zone’ to analyze the space where those relations emerge[ Haraway
2007] .'Those studies consider ‘contact zone’ as a space where the selves are co-constitutively made
through the interactions of humans and dogs; however, in order for different kinds of beings to live
together in such a space, hierarchical relations are also involved. This study shows that the concept
of ‘contact zone’ could be also applied to the place where hunters and dogs’ relations emerge in
Shiiba. However, this study argues that the concept of ‘contact zone’ largely differs when it is
applied to human-dogs’ relations as they exist in the village domain and in the mountain domain.
In that sense, it could be argued that folklore studies and multispecies ethnographies above have
both treated human and dogs’ ‘contact zone’ one-dimensionally. Instead, by examining their
entanglements through the topics of feeding dogs, actual hunting practices, injuries and the death of
hunting-dogs, Kouzaki ritual, it will show that dogs become very different existences by crossing the

boundaries of the village and the mountain.
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