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Social Spaces Created by Vietnamese in Japan’s Vegetable Gardens: A Focus on Farmland as the
Nodal Point

Erina SETO-SUH

Keywords: Vietnamese resident in Japan, social space, farmland, gardening, relationship

This study describes how Vietnamese residents have created new social spaces through
vegetable gardening on abandoned farmland in Himeji City, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan.
Many Vietnamese have resettled in Himeji City consequent to a facility’s establishment for
accommodating Indochinese refugees after the Vietnam War. In the late 2000s, some Vietnamese
residents created vegetable gardens using farmlands abandoned in the wake of the city’s
urbanization. Nowadays, because of a shortage of farmers due to aging and lack of successors, Japan
has many abandoned farmlands. The farmlands that Vietnamese residents utilize are also abandoned
ones that owners could not manage.

This study clarifies the necessity of vegetable gardens in the Vietnamese residents’ lives and
the process of negotiations with farmland owners for borrowing the land. The study also depicts
pluralistic relationships and social spaces formed among Vietnamese and other residents through
gardening.

Vegetable gardens are utilized not only for food production, but also for recreation and a means
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of livelihood for the Vietnamese, particularly elderly and temporary residents, who have no other
way of earning a living. Furthermore, residents also forge new relationships by exchanging harvests
with other residents. Vietnamese and other residents have developed understanding of one another
by comparing their food habits. Besides, some grow funeral flowers in their gardens, that is, gardens
serve as a connection with their religious faith. Additionally, their kitchen gardens also function as
places for intergenerational dialogues and succession of food knowledge in Vietnamese households.

Vietnamese residents’ gardens in former farmlands have created a unique landscape in Japanese

suburban areas and fostered new relationships between the Vietnamese and other residents.
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